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Israel refuses to extradite alleged war criminal 


Says statute of limitation has run 
out for accused killer of over 1500 


(UkrNews)—Israel, on Dec. 7, refused to 
extradite an accused war criminal to face trial 
in Poland, stating that the statute of limita- 
tions had run out on the case and Canada’s 
Ukrainian community has reacted with fury. 

A Dec. 7 Associated Press story carried by 
several Canadian newspapers, among them 
The Toronto Star and The Calgary Herald re- 
ported that Israel’s Justice Ministry had re- 
fused to extradite Solomon Morel, who com- 
manded a camp for German prisoners in 
southern Poland, allegedly tortured inmates 
and was considered responsible for at least 
1,538 deaths. 

Poland requested Morel’s extradition in 
April on charges of beating and torturing pris- 
oners and creating inhuman conditions at the 
Swietochlowice camp, which he commanded 
from February to November 1945, stated AP 

Israel refused the request last month, say- 
ing the statute of limitations had run out on 
the case. 

A spokeswoman for the Polish Justice Min- 
istry, Barbara Makosa-Stepkowska, said the 
charges against Morel failed to meet the defi- 
nition of genocide under Israeli law, accord- 
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ing to the AP story 

She said Israel’s decision ends the case in 
Poland, which lacks the power to appeal. 
Morel could only be arrested if he left Israel, 
Makosa-Stepkowska said. 

The investigation into Morel, begun in 
1992, was the only one in Poland against a 
Jew accused of retaliating against the Ger- 
mans after their defeat. 

Polish investigators said “extremely bad 
conditions” at the camp, including hunger. 
overcrowding and epidemic diseases, led to 
an unspecified number of deaths. 

Morel, who lost his parents and-two broth- 
ers during the war, moved to Israel in 1994, 
according to AP 

“The Canadian government can denatural- 
ize and deport people without even proving 
that these individuals committed any crime. 
But Israel has a statute of limitations for war 
crimes. Shame on Canada and shame on Is- 
гасі," wrote Mary Radewych of Etobicoke, 
whose father Vasyl Odynsky faces deporta- 
tion even though the government has not 
brought any charges of war crimes against 
him, in a letter to The Toronto Star. 

“How shocking that Israel would not allow 
for the extradition of a communist mass mur- 
derer but insists on the rest of the world bring- 
ing alleged Nazi war criminals to justice,” 
echoed Dr. Jerry Grod, whose wife Olya is 
another daughter of Odynsky’s, in another 
letter to The Star. 

“What a surprise to read about the double 
standard in Israel with respect to the extradi- 
tion of alleged war criminals,” wrote Stefan 
Lemieszewski of Coquitlam, BC in yet an- 
other letter. 

“Israel demands the extradition of Mr. John 
Demjanjuk from U.S.A. and proceeds with a 
show trial in a theatre court in Israel. But when 
it comes to alleged war criminals living in 
Israel, like Solomon Morel, Israeli statute of 
limitations result in harbouring alleged war 
criminals. And the Canadian government is 
pressured into spending millions on commis- 
sions and deportation and denaturalization 
policies because of alleged Nazi war crimi- 
nals living in Canada. It just doesn’t make 
sense!” he said. 

“To fend off accusations of hypocrisy and 
double standards, the Jewish state can simply 
do what Canada did in 1987, under heavy 
pressure from various Jewish lobbies, more- 
over: Draft a special retroactive, extraterrito- 
rial law whereby Solomon Morel could be 
extradited to Poland to face his accusers,” 
offered Orest Slepokura of, Strathmore, AB 

“That Israel would refuse to extradite Mr 
Morel to Poland, there to finally stand trial 
for his murderous deeds, allowing him to in- 
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Beautiful new collection 
of Byzantine Icons now in stock 


Найбільший і найкращий вибір 
українських книжок, касеток, 
полотна і кераміки. 


For the best selection of Ukrainian books, 
cassettes, Easter eggs supplies, costume needs, 
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Відбувся Сьомий Світовий 
Конгрес Українців 


В днях 2-6 грудня 1998 р. в Торонто відбувся 
Сьомий Світовий Конгрес Українців під кличем 
«Сильна Діаспора - Сильна Нація». 

В середу вечером відбулося врочисте відкриття 
Конгресу з Молебнем, який відправили Владики 
українських церков. 

В четвер делегати вислухали звітів крайових 
репрезентацій, Президії і Секретаріату, Рад і 
Комісій. Під час полуденку промовляв достойний 
Рой Романов, прем'єр провінції Саскачевану. Ве- 
чером того ж дня, було виголошено дві цікаві і 
змістові доповіді — «Зміцнім діаспору, допоможемо 
Україні» — п-і Оксани Соколик, Голови Світової 
Федерації Українських Жіночих Організацій і 
«Україна і світове українсьтво на порозі ХХІ- 
го століття - п. Ївана Драча, Голови Української 
Всесвітньої Координаційної Ради. 

В п'ятницю відбулися паралельні сесії круглих 
столів. Теми панелів: 

1. Сучасні питання Українських Національних 
Церков; 

2. Українська діаспора на перехідньому етапі; 

3. Роля і завдання СКУ на новому етапі; 

4. Діаспора і Україна. 

В п'ятницю вечір доповідачі: Александер 
Маслей, Голова Об'єднання Лемків в Польщі у 
доповіді «Становище українців виселених з 
Закерзонського краю» i Олександер Руденко- 
Десняк, Голова Союзу Українців в Росії у доповіді 
«Українська діаспора в Росії» - представили 
делегатам дуже багато цінних і глибоких думок, 
З сесій круглих столів було передано ряд відпо- 
відних резолюцій до резолюційної Комісії. Резо- 
люції Сьомого Світового Конгресу Українців 
появляться в пресі в скорім часі. 

В суботу, після звітів Контрольної Комісії 
було уділено абсолюторіюм уступаючій Президії 


і Керівним органам. Слідували звіти Верифі- 
каційної, Фінансової, Статутової і Резолюційної 
Комісій. 

Сьомий Світовий Конгрес Українців обрав нову 
Президію Секретаріату СКУ очолену слідуючими 
особами: Президент - Аскольд Лозинський, Пер- 
ший Заступник - Марійка Шкамбара, Другий 
Заступник - Оксана Соколик, Третій Заступник 
і Фінансовий Референт - Василь Самець, Гене- 
ральний Секретар - Віктор Педенко, Скарбник 
- Христина Бідяк. 

До Президії також входять Владики - Перво- 
ієрархи Українських Церков, дев'ять заступників 
Президента з країн поселення українців як також 
двадцять членів Президії СКУ. 

В своєму слові, ново-обраний Президент зак- 
ликав українську світову громаду до єдності, 
співпраці і до оборони доброго ім'я України і 
всіх українців, які живуть поза межами Бать- 
ківщини. 

В суботу вечером відбувся величавий бенкет 
яким проводив голова Конгресу Українців Канади, 
на якому промовляли: достойний Володимир 
Єльченко - постійний представник України до 
ООН, достойний Володимир Хандогій - новий 
посол України в Канаді, уступаючий Президент 
СКУ - д-р Дмитро Ціпивник, як і ново-обраний 
Президент СКУ - Аскольд Лозинський. Також 
були вручені Медалі св. Володимира і грамоти 
заслуженим діячам української світової громади. 

В неділю рано українські церкви в Торонто 
відправляли Служби Божі в наміренні українсь- 
кого народу і СКУ. Після Служб Божих відбувся 
прекрасний концерт з участю великого числа 
дітей і молоді. 

Аскольд Лозинський, Президент 
Віктор Педенко, Генеральний Секретар 


Світова Рада Суспільної Служби СКУ 


Відбувся У-ий З'їзд Світової Ради Суспільної 
Служби в рамках УП-го Світового Конгресу 
Українців 2-го грудня 1998 року в Торонто. 

В нарадах взяло участь 59 гостей і делегатів 
з Канади, США, Бразилії, України, Англії, 
Австралії і Данії. 

Організаційна сесія відбулася рано 2-го грудня, 
де звітували про пророблену працю (Світової 
Ради Суспільної Служби та про працю поодиноких 
крайових організацій. 

За звітовий час від 193 українські харитативні 
та громадські організації уділили понад 50 
мільйонів дол. допомоги потребуючим українцям, 
в більшості в Україні, але також в Бразилії, 
Румунії, Польщі, колишній Югославії, Чехії та в 
країнах свого поселення. 

На кінець організаційної сесії З'їзду обрано 
нову управу в складі: Голова - Оля Даниляк; 
Бувший Голова -- Зеновій Дуда; Заступник Голови 
- Аня Шепетик, Оля Тритяк; Кореспонденційні 
Скеретарі: україномовний - Леся Шубеляк; 
англомовний - Маруся Лопата; Протоколярний 
Секретар - Евгенія Мельничук; Скарбник — 
ілярий Кушніренко; Вільний Член - Руслана 
Вжесневська; Контрольна Комісія - Ярослава 
Шеремета, Леся Шуст, Уляна Стех, Лідія Черник, 
Марія Гром'як, Таня Віна, Маруся Барщик. 

По полудні відбувся панель на тему: «Допомога 
Україні - нові перспективи». Модератор: Маруся 
Барщик; Панелісти: Михайло Вітюк - Діти 
Чорнобиля, Канада, Олесь Кузьма - Діти 
Чорнобиля, США, Ольга Заверуха - Суспільна 
Служба Українців Канади, Дарія Богун - Сус- 
пільна Служба України 
Резолюції та посранові У-го З'їзду Світової 
Ради Суспільної Служби СКУ 

Постійно зростаюча еконімічна криза в Україні 
зобов'язує СКУ, а зокрема Світову Раду Сус- 
пільної Служби СКУ до посиленої допомогової 


Тому У-ий З'їзд Світової Ради Суспільної 
Служби СКУ зобов'язує Президію і новообрану 
Екзекутиву Ради доложити якнайбільше зусиль, 
щоб: 

1. Допомогти Суспільній Службі України у 
розбудові, поширенні програм та збільшенні 
членства. 

2. Допомогти в організації Суспільних Служб 
поза межами України в країнах СНД, Румунії, 
Словаччині та інших країнах де є потреба. 

3. Поширити збіркові акції Ондодолярового 
Місячного Фонду, покликати Представництва 
фонду в країнах Заходу (Австралії, США, Великій 
Британії і Канаді). Зібрані фонди є конечні для 
допомоги осередкам ССУ та новим Суспільним 

бам 


4. Поширити працю Комісій Споріднення та 
покликати нові комісії в міру потреб. 

5. Заохочувати українську спільноту Заходу 
до приязного принимання емігрантів з України 
та інших країн. Сильна діаспора є корисна для 
України. 

6. Заохочуємо українські харитативні організації 
до співпраці через координацію і звітування на 
базі критерій і результатів цієї праці. ‘ 

7. Звертаємося до Уряду України: щоб зрозумів 
важливість гуманітарної допомоги і сприяв її 
упрощуванням вимог митної системи на гума- 
нітарні транспорти, звернути увагу на поліпшення 
стану здоров'я всіх громадян України, особливо 
на дітей та людей похилого віку, зберігати гідність 
і вартість людини, запобігати абортам і сприяти 
матерям медичною допомогою при народженні 
дітей і піддержувати їх у батьківських обов'язках, 
інформувати суспільство через вишколи про 
суспільні проблеми такі як алкоголізм, наркоманія 
і тим подібно, щоб запобігати і боротися з 
цими проблемами. 

Голова Світової Ради Суспільної Служби - 
Оля Даниляк 


СНІД атакує Україну 


вихов Бикодір 
УВ) - Всесвітній день боротьби зі СнНіДом 
то що відзначався 1 грудня, став приводом 
для констатації вкрай незадовільної ситуації 3 
ее недугою в Україні. Темпи її поширення в 
Україні є найвищими в Центральній та Східній 
Європі і лякають експертів ООН. 


фахівці, число носіїв цього інфекційного захво-- 
рювання перевищує 110 тисяч. Найбільша кіль-- 
кість носіїв вірусу мешкає в Донецькій, Дніпро- 


петровській, Одеській, Миколаївській областях, 
Криму та Києві. 

В середньому вісім з десяти інфекованих 
українців - наркомани. Другий важливий чинник 
поширення хвороби - низька культура статевих 
стосунків, позаяк найбільше прогресує СНІД 
серед молоді. За свідченням соціологів, лише 
одни з п'яти молодих людей серйозно побоюється 
нехтування запобіжними заходами. Натомість 44 
відсотки молодих людей не мають намірів 
змінювати свій невибагливий спосіб життя. 

Проблему ускладнює відсутність у державі 
коштів на профілактику захворюваности. 


Ukrainian Мем/Українські Вісті Dec. 16-29, 16-29 грудня, 1998 


Inquiry into presence of Communist 
war criminals in Canada demanded 


(UCCLA)—The Ukrainian Canadian community has 
requested the Government of Canada, and specifically 
the War Crimes Unit of the Ministry of Justice, to in- 
vestigate allegations to the effect that members of vari- 
ous communist security and intelligence units, which 
butchered Poles, Germans and others in the final years 
of the Second World War and afterwards, primarily in 
Poland, are hiding in Canada. 

According to recent media reports, the Government 
of Poland has sought the extradition of at least two such 
persons, one from England, the other from Israel. Re- 
ported in the Dec. 7 edition of The Toronto Star was 
the case of Solomon Morel, who commanded a con- 
centration camp at Swietochlowice, where thousands 
of innocent Germans and Poles were murdered. Israel 
has responded by saying that the statute of limitations 
has run out in this case. 

Canada’s Ukrainian community has been raising the 
issue of communist war criminals in Canada for well 
over a decade, and called specific attention to an ac- 
count published by the Jewish-American journalist, 
John Sack. Several years ago, in his book, An Eye For 
An Eye, Sack exposed the presence of several commu- 
nist war criminals and mass murders living comfort- 
ably in the USA, Israel and Toronto, along them Com- 
mandant Morel. 

Although asked to investigate how these persons 
came to be in Canada and to consider bringing them to 
justice for their well-documented participation in atroci- 
ties during and just after the war, Ottawa has refused to 


Miner sets 
himself ablaze 


(RFE/RL)—Oleksandr Mykhale- 
vych, a 35-year-old miner in Lu- 
hansk, doused himself with gasoline 
and set alight to himself on Dec. 14 
to protest unpaid wages, Ukrainian 
media reported. 

Mykhalevych, along with some 
200 miners, had been on strike since 
July, living in shacks built near the 
Luhansk administration building. 

In a note written before his at- 
tempted self-immolation, Mykhale- 
vych said he was taking this action 
because he has lost hope of receiv- 
ing the some 5,000 hryvni 
(C$2,230) he is owed. 

After police and fellow miners put 
out the flames, Mykhalevych was 


the Holiday season remain 


take any serious action. 2 
Commenting, the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liber- | | зо with you through the year! 
ties Association’s chairman, John Gregorovich said: 
“We believe Canada’s War Crimes Unit has a man- 
date to investigate any serious allegations about the 
presence of any kind of war criminal in our midst. Mr. 
John Sack is a credible journalist. His book has been 
ave for several years and, as recently as October ‘Minister of Jasco 
of this year, Canada’s Minister of Justice, the |) 5 eS. 
Honourable Anne McLellan, communicated with ц5 | Te Новий Рік! 
about this very subject. — 
“Tt is surprising that Canada is taking no interest in 
tracking down the leads provided by Mr. Sack, which 
point to the existence, in Toronto, and certainly else- 
where, of men and women who were members of these 
infamous killing units. We can only wonder why no 4 
action has been taken. We certainly reject the notion New Year bring уси health and 
that some kind of statute of limitations should apply, happiness. Season's Greetings 
for that would allow these communist killers in our ‘ to you and yours. 
midst to escape justice,” he said. 


Israel refuses to extradite 


Cont. from P. 1 Pas 

of limitations, is indefensible. How can organizations The Honourable 
like the Simon Wiesenthal Center, or B’Nai Brith, or і, 

the World Jewish Congress, who have together orches- р : a ne Кор te 
trated such a concerted demand for bringing alleged we Gr орананенінанує 
Nazi war criminals to justice, now allow such offen- б en ek о 5 eee 
sive hypocrisy in Tel Aviv go unchallenged?” wrote Роб ead-Westlock 
Calgarian Borys Sydoruk in a letter to The Herald. 


= Хай радість з нагоди 
iA 


оп. JON HAVELOCK різдвяних Свят залишиться 
| MLA Calgary Shaw +e 
з Вами через цілий 


May your holidays be filled with 
peace, love and joy and may the 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


"Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season 
to all Albertans of Ukrainian background as you 
celebrate this special time of year. May the pride 
of your tradition and the joy of your celebrations 
be with you now and throughout the coming year." 


Ralph Klein 
Premier of Alberta 


taken to the hospital, where he re- Best wishes for a joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year 


mains in critical condition. 


According to the Independent Лот government members in the Capital Region area. 


Miners’ Trade Union, more than 
20,000 miners are currently on strike 
over back wages. 


Serial killer claims 
secret service gave 
orders to kill 


(Eastern Economist)—Serial 
killer Anatoliy Onoprienko claimed 
Dec. 3 that in 1982 he was recruited 
by the secret service and killed 
people only to fulfill their orders. 

The court presented his testimo- 


зей 


nies from previous questioning Dave Broda, MLA Hon. Iris Evans, Minister. Hon. Dave Hancock, Minister Albert Klapstein, MLA Rob Lougheed, MLA 


where Onoprienko had claimed that 
he was led by “heavenly forces”. 

The court asked him to make up 
his mind. He replied that he’d “Lied, 
lie now, and will lie!” and he refused 
to answer further questions. 

Psychological analysis of the de- 
fendant carried out in the summer 
of 1997 remains the basis for con- 
sidering him mentally fit to stand 
trial. 


WEST ARKA 


2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont, Canada M6S 1N9 

» Gifts « Ukrainian Handicrafts 

«Ап, Ceramics, Jewellery - Books, 
Newspapers « Cassettes, CDs, 
Videos - Embroidery Supplies 

- Packages and Services to Ukraine 
WE ACCEPT MAIL ORDERS 


A. CHORNY 
Tel.: (416) 762-8751 Fax: (416) 767-6839 


(Redwater) Municipal Affairs Intergovernmental and (Leduc) (Clover Bar -Ft. Saskatchewan) 


(Sherwood Park) Aboriginal Affaris 
(Edmonton Whitemud) 


Mary O'Neill, MLA Hon. Ed Stelmach, Minister | Ноп. Stan Woloshyn, Minister Julius Yankowsky, MLA Gene Zwozdesky, MLA 
(St. Albert) Agriculture, Food and Public Works, Supply and Services (Edmonton Beverly-Clareview) (Edmonton Mill Creek) 


Rural Development (Stony Plain) 
(Vegreville-Viking) 


СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


Alberta 


Christ is Born! 
. May Christmas bring 
you peace and hap 


Daughters of 
Wisdom 


(Montfort Sisters) 
3820 - 114 St., Edmonton 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят 
та щасливого Нового Року 
бажають Їгор та Ліда Броди 
Вгода & Company 


Barrister & Solicitors 
lhor Broda Lidia Broda 
103-15333 Castile Downs Rd. 
Edmonton, AB T5X 3Y7 

Tel.: 456-9330 


Організація Українок 
Канади ім. O. Басараб 


Українське Національне 
Об'єднання, 


УСГ та МУНО-Алумні 
в Едмонтоні 


вітають своїх членів та прихильників, 
весь український народ з Різдвяними 
Святами та Наступаючим Новим 
Роком. Бажаємо вам всього найкращого 
в новому році. Хай зірка на небі осяє 
вам шлях багатий здоров'ям і радістю. 


бажають 


ye 


Веселих Свят 
Різдва Христового 


Дирекція і Адміністрація 
ие | КРЕДИТОВОЇ СПІЛКИ БУДУЧНІСТЬ 


всім своїм членам, українському народові у 
вільній незалежній Україні та в діаспорі 


Щасливого Нового Року! 


Bawa фінансова установа 


2280 Bloor Street West, Toronto, Ontario М65 1М9 
4196 Dixie Road, Mississauga, Ontario LAW 1M6 
221 Milner Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario MIS 4P4 
239 Kenilworth Avenue N., Hamilton, Ontario L8H 454 
913 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4E3 


До Президента Української 
Держави Леоніда Кучми 
Голови Верховної Ради України 
Олександра Ткаченка 
Міністра Освіти Михайла 
Згуровського 

Міністра Культури Дмитра 


| Остапенка 


Надзвичайного і Повноправного 
Посла України до Канади 
Володимира Хандогія 

Генерального Консула України 
в Торонті Миколи Кириченка 


Вельмишановні! 

Ми, представники українських 
освітян усього світу, зібрані сьо- 
годні на Виховній Сесії Світової 
Координаційної Виховно-Освіт- 
ньої Ради з нагоди Сьомого Сві- 
тового Конгресу Українців у То- 
ронті, звертаємося оцим до Вас, 
Найвищих Посадових Осіб Укра- 
їнської Держави з таким запи- 
танням: як розуміти нам те, що 
Верховна Рада України, при пер- 
шому читанні проєкту «Закону 
про освіту в середніх навчальних 
закладах» могла відкинути про- 
поновану сьому його точку, про 
обов'язковість вивчення україн- 
ської мови в середніх школах 
України? 

Всім відомо, що десята стаття 
Конституції України визнає дер- 
жавною мовою українську мову. 
Це ж відповідає усім законам 
логіки, бо ж український нарід 
- корінний нарід цієї землі і 
становить переважаючу біль- 
шість у Державі, за яку довгі 
віки змагався та підкріпив цей 
вияв своєї волі в майже одно- 
голосному референдумі 1-го 
грудня 1991-го року. 

Сьогодні ж, після сьоми вро- 
чисто відсвяткованих річниць на- 
шого державного життя, статтю 


і 


phat 
Y hie 


vay A 


(416) 763-6883 
(905) 238-1273 
(416) 299-7291 
(905) 545-5645 
(613) 722-7075 
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Світова Координаційна Виховно-Освітня Рада 
проти відкинення обов'язковості вивчення 
української мови в середніх школах 


Конституції про державну мову 
України нарушують постійно у 
всьому шкільництві, так же, як 
і на всіх рівнях державних 
установ, включно із Верховною 
Радою. Ї все це без яких-небудь 
старань зі сторони урядових 
властей, щоб змінити цей ненор- 
мальний стан. 

Що більше, відкинення згада- 
ної точки законопроєкту про се- 
редньошкільну освіту дає правні 
підстави недругам української 
мови ще більше затискати та 
принижувати її на її власній 
землі та в її власній Державі. 

Слово «лінгвіцид» увійшло в 
міжнародний ужиток у нові часи, 
коли наддержавні чинники стали 
цікавитися ближче обороною 
прав людей і народів. Бо це ж 
природнє й невідлучне право 
кожного народу, думати, гово- 
рити та творити своєю власною 
мовою. Мова - одна з найпи- 
томеніших ознак окремішности 
та внутрішньої єдности народу. 
Мова, як і нарід, живий організм 
і має право на своє життя. Її 
вбивство, на погляд сучасного 
культурного світу, рівняється 
геноцидові, злочинові, що його 
засуджує міжнародня 
справедливість. 

Лінгвіцид української мови 
проводив систематично комуніс- 
тичний режим СССР. Його 
найвище насилення припало на 
часи брежнєвського застою. 
Зрештою, це був послідовний 
виплив ідеології та мети існуван- 
ня цієї імперії. Але як зрозуміти, 
що так довго після розпаду 
імперії лінгвіцид продовжується, 
а то й посилюється? 

А втім українська мова має 
свої глибокі історичні коріння, 
вона повна й життєздатна, навіть 
видержавши всі переслідування, 
починаючи від валуєвських та 
емських указів. Її ж мусіла 
об'єктивно визнати навіть Цар- 
ська Академія Наук ще в 1905- 
му році. Впродовж століть її 
обгрунтував науково ряд учених, 
від Мелетія Смотрицького через 
Олександра Потебню аж до 
сьогоднішнього авторитетного 
Юрія Шевельова. Має вона 
повну окрему систему, широко 
розвинуту літературу, а навіть 
своїх свідків, які ціною власного 


життя засвідчили її вартість, як 
Григорія Голоскевича, Олену 
Курило, Олексу Тихого та ще 
багато кого. А це найбільш 
виразисті докази життєвости та 
життєвих прав нашої мови. Ї 
ця мова і сьогодні живе та 
спонтанно зростає. Хай стане 
прикладом цього, що де тільки 
вдасться українцям вибороти 
право на свою школу (так, ви- 
бороти!) до неї горнеться дітво- 
ра, перевищаючи багатократно 
передбачене число учнів. Вона 
готова вчитися навіть на три 
зміни, в негрітих, перехідних 
клясах, без лавок, щоб лиш 
вчитися рідної мови. Ї це не де, 
а в Запоріжжі, на Криму... 
Мова - це нерозлучна частина 
символіки влади й гідности 
Держави. Бо як Держава сама 
шанує себе, такий авторитет має 
вона у своїх громадян, таку вагу 
на світовому грищі. Як же може 
числити на здобуття цих дер- 
жавних атрибутів Держава, яка 
відкидає сама свою мову?! 
Нарід, якого вважають на його 
власній землі найменш уприві- 
леєною меншиною, ніколи не 
стане фундаментом міцної й 
авторитетної Держави! На кого 
ж тоді Держава опреться? 
Тому звертаємося до Вас, до 
найвищого Проводу нашої Дер- 
жави. Не перетинайте штучно 
й недоцільно потоку живучих 
сил, які дає народові мова! За 
взором інших цивілізованих 
Держав - дайте їй всі умовини 
життя, поширення й росту. 
Дайте переходити їй з покоління 
в нове покоління через належну 
опіку Ті вивчення у школах, 
через введення її у всі відтинки 
народнього й державного життя, 
хоч би кому наперекір! Бо мова 
- Життя народу, Життя Дер- 
жави і Ваше власне! : 
У надії, що звернете належну 
увагу на ці наші спільні думки 
- Президія й учасники Виховної 
Сесії Сьомого Конгресу Україн- 
ців. Торонто 2-го грудня 1998. 


За Світову Координаційну 
Виховно-Освітню Раду: 
Іроїда Винницька, Голова, 
Віктор Павленко, Секретар, 
Леся Храплива- Щур, 
Референт Преси. 


Вільна зона - Закарпаття 


Валентина Карпенко 


(КБУВ) - Українське Закарпаття, що потерпіло минулого місяця 
внаслідок досі небаченої тут повені, оголошене вільною 
економічною зоною. Указом Президента Л. Кучми передбачається, 
що всі податки, отримані на Закарпатті, лишатимуться тут для 
потреб краю. Вільна зона діятиме протягом 30 років. У перші 
15 років для краю встановлюються додаткові економічні пільги 
для залучення інвесторів. Згідно з Конституцією, тепер Верховна 
Рада України має затвердити або відхилити відповідний Закон 
про вільну економічну зону на Закарпатті, запропонований 


Президентом. 


Міністрів України. 


Коротко 


Республіканці підтримують Марчука 

(КБУВ)- -Українська республіканська партія, віднедавна 
очолювана Олександром Шандрюком (він прийшов на заміну 
Богдану Ярошинському), висловилася за підтримку на 
президентських виборах наступного року Євгена Марчука - 
колишнього шефа українського КГБ, екс-прем'єра Кабінету 


Центр українства в Москві 

(КБУВ)--Кілька днів тому в центрі Москви, на Арбаті, 
відкрито, нарешті, Український культурний центр. Тут є 
бібліотека, кіноконцертний та виставковий зали, магазин 
української книги, офісні приміщення, ресторани, бари, 
готельний комплекс, прес-центр, тощо. На урочистій церемонії 
відкриття були присутніми прем'єри України та Росії В. 
Пустовойтенко і Е. Примаков. 
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Lazarenko arrested in Switzerland 
Charged by authorities with money laundering 


(JF Monitor/RFE/RL/Eastern Economist)— 
Geneva’s prosecutor, Laurent Kasper-Ansermet, arrived 
in Kyiv, Dec. 7 with a team of investigators to collect 
evidence in the case of former Ukrainian Premier Pavlo 
Lazarenko. 

Four days later, the Geneva Canton Court ruled to 
extend Lazarenko’s detention for 30 days. Kasper- 
Ansermet announced that he would soon question 
Lazarenko in connection with the information collected 
by him during his visit to Kyiv. 

Lazarenko, leader of the Hromada Party and pos- 
sible presidential candidate, was arrested in Switzer- 
land Dec. 3 on charges of money laundering. 

On Dec. 4, Hromada released a statement, claiming 
that the Ukrainian government is using Lazarenko’s 
detention in Switzerland to discredit the party and 
Lazarenko as the presidential candidate. 

The Ukrainian authorities, suspecting Lazarenko of 
embezzling and then hiding US$20-40 million in Swiss 
accounts, apparently do not want his extradition be- 
cause in Ukraine, as a member of parliament, he en- 

joys immunity from prosecution. 

Former Ukrainian Acting Prosecutor General Oleh 
Lytvak said in a television interview on Dec. 6 that the 
arrest of Lazarenko is the result of a joint two-year work 
of Ukrainian and Swiss law enforcement agencies. 
Lytvak announced that Lazarenko’s money is in ac- 
counts “everywhere, from Cyprus to the United States.” 
Lytvak made a sensational statement that Ukrainian 
investigators have proof of embezzlement in the cases 
of several ministers of the current cabinet. In Ukraine, 
he said, “there are some ten [others] of Lazarenko’s 
caliber”. 

Meanwhile, on Dec. 7 some 100 supporters and mem- 
bers of the Hromada picketed the Swiss Embassy in 
Kyiv, demanding the release of Lazarenko, whom they 
described as a “political prisoner,” and accusing the 


Swiss authorities of “political games.” They also 
claimed that Lazarenko has immunity from prosecu- 
tion in Switzerland due to his status as a member of the 
Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly. Among the 
picketers were numerous adolescents, who, speaking 
to the cameras, could explain neither precisely what 
they were protesting nor who Lazarenko was. 

On Dec. 8 Lazarenko asked to be released on a bail 
of $3 million, AP reported. His attorney, Paul Gully- 
Hart, said Lazarenko will prove his bank deposits in 
Switzerland are legitimate and that the money was not 
embezzled from Ukrainian state coffers. 

The Ukrainian government said the same day that it 
will not comment on the situation until all details of 
the case are known. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Oleksandr Maidannik said 
the affair is complicated by Lazarenko’s refusal to meet 
with officials from the Ukrainian Embassy in Switzer- 
land and the fact that he was carrying a Panamanian 
passport when he was detained. Lazarenko may face 
additional charges because the passport. Even if the 
passport was not forged, its use is probably unlawful. 
Ukraine does not allow dual citizenship. 

On Dec. 9 the Ukrainian parliament announced it 
will set up a commission to investigate the arrest of 
Lazarenko. The commission will be headed by deputy 
speaker Viktor Medvedchuk. The parliament also urged 
speaker Oleksandr Tkachenko to ask Swiss authorities 
to resolve the issue quickly. 

Ukraine’s Prosecutor-General’s Office had earlier 
submitted repeated requests to the Verkhovna Rada to 
lift Lazarenko’s immunity, but the former prime 
minister’s tactical allies on the left thwarted those re- 
quests. Lifting the parliamentary immunity might in 
any case be insufficient because Lazarenko probably 
can claim immunity as a deputy to the Dnipropetrovsk 
region’s legislature. 


Corruption allegations involve high posts 


(JF Monitor)}—Ukrainian Premier Valeriy Pustovoy- 
tenko has publicly reacted to the statement of former 
Acting Prosecutor General Oleh Lytvak, who, follow- 
ing the Swiss arrest of former Premier Lazarenko, said 
that there are corrupt ministers in the current cabinet. 

At the cabinet meeting on Dec. 11, Pustovoytenko 
called on government officials involved in illegal ac- 
tivities to confess their guilt and step down. He re- 
quested the head of the cabinet’s personnel department, 
Hennadiy Lelikov, to run an internal investigation into 
the corruption allegations. Pustovoytenko said that, in 
a telephone conversation with him, Lytvak had refused 
to name the corrupt officials. 

In the developing scandal, some ministers may actu- 
ally lose their posts. Rumors about a looming cabinet 
shuffle have been circulating in Ukraine since early fall. 
The deputy premier for the economy, Serhiy Tyhypko, 
hardly by coincidence, mentioned in a newspaper in- 
terview “a dirty trade for cabinet portfolios,” in which 
certain members of parliament are involved. 

The Socialist Party leader and a strong presidential 
contestant, Oleksandr Moroz, as a member of parlia- 
ment, officially requested President Leonid Kuchma 
to explain what Lytvak had in fact meant. Lytvak him- 
self apparently tried to cool the scandal down, saying 
that he had not meant that ministers of the current cabi- 
net were involved in illegal activities, “let alone have 
any relation to crime.” Lytvak asked Moroz to abstain 


from using his name for political purposes. 

The Pandora’s box of corruption allegations and other 
“kompromat,” opened by Lazarenko’s arrest and 
Lytvak’s statement, however, seems to be opening 
wider. The former chair of the parliament’s Anti-Orga- 
nized Crime Committee, Hryhoriy Omelchenko, is ac- 
cusing Kuchma’s long-time aide, Oleksandr Volkov, 
now a member of parliament, of laundering money 
obtained from illegal business activities in 32 bank 
accounts in Belgium. Omelchenko said that Volkov had 
acted in “the same [fashion] as Lazarenko”’. 

Volkov, a successful businessman and president of 
Hravis television company, backed Kuchma in the 
presidential campaign of 1994, and since then has been 
Kuchma’s most loyal ally. 

Meanwhile, Moroz, interviewed by Zerkalo Nedeli, 
announced that he had gotten hold of documents show- 
ing that Kuchma’s staff has launched a secret campaign 
to discredit Moroz as a presidential candidate by con- 
necting him to Lazarenko’s corruption case. Moroz al- 
leged both that his telephone is tapped and that he is 
tailed by agents of law enforcement agencies. 

The socialists of Moroz and Lazarenko’s Hromada 
party are tactical allies in parliament, opposing 
Kuchma’s economic policy. Many local analysts have 
been talking about a potentially very strong union of 
Lazarenko’s financial resources and Moroz’ political 
clout for the presidential race of 1900 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Веселих Свят та щасливого 
Нового Року! 


Mark Hlady, MLA, 


Calgary Mountain View 
201, 1400 Kensington Rd. N.W. 
Calgary, AB T2N 3P9 


Tel: 216-5445 Fax: 216-5447 


Be sure to see The Ukrainian Shumka Dancers perform with The Kyiv 
Ballet in The Nutcracker in Windsor, Mississauga and Опебес City! 


Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 


SHUMKA 
VIDEOS 


Spectacular Award Winning 


* KATRUSIA 
* NIGHT OF PERUN 
* CYCLES OF THE SUN 


* RETURN OF THE WHIRLWIND ..orgettne "Absolutely... SHUMKA" 3-Pak 

The exhilarating and emotional (Katrusia, Perun, Cycles) f 
у Perun, or only $49.95 
TOUR OF UKRAINE! for ont и handing 

To order call toll free (24 hrs, USA or Canada) 
VISA, MASTERCARD, or Money Order accepted 1 -800-471 -5628 
Send Foreign Orders (outside Canada or USA) to: 

Sulyma Productions Inc., 10615-124 Street, Edmonton, Alberta CANADA Т5М 151 


NOW...ONLY $19.95 each! 
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER 
AVAILABLE UNTIL 
JANUARY 7th, 


Inna, 
Pugachovka 9/98 


.00 will help provide: food, heat- 
ing, medical care, and Christmas toys for hundreds of 
handicapped and orphaned children, in northern Ukraine. 


Your gencrous gift of 5 


Prov. PC 


My tax deductible gift is enclosed. Please make cheque payable to, and send to: 


0 $20.00 ($100.00 @arsnouiNinen 
(0 $50.00 Ci $——_ | Box 1178, St. Catharines, ON L2R 7A7 
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Французьке ім'я -- Українська душа 
Edmonton's Ukrainian Hotel with а French Name 


Chateau Louis 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta T5G 3A1 


Anti-corruption drive proving awkward 


(Eastern Economist)—Three hundred and seventy two criminal cases 
concerning 640 authorities have been under investigation by the State 
Security Service during 11 months of 1998 it was announced Dec. 7. 

An SBU spokesperson said that despite the fact that tax militia subdivi- 
sions were created at the end of last year the tax department is stilled 
plagued by very high corruption levels. 

Seventy tax militia men stand accused on corruption charges this year 
alone. 

According to the SBU, the most popular areas of criminal activity can 
be identified as foreign trade, currency-financial transactions, banking, 
privatization processes, and fuel and agricultural products transactions. 


Ukrainian plane missing in war zone 
(Eastern Economist)—A Ukrainian AN-12B plane “disappeared” over 


Enjoy Ukrainian Christmas 
in the beautiful surroundings of the 
Grand Ballroom and new Solarium in the 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre 


) Complete Ukrainian Christmas Eve Buffet 
with the St. Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble 


HOTEL & 
CONFERENCE 


the territory of Angola Dec. 14. і, 
According to the Russian consulate іп Angola, in the morning of Dec. pei с 
14 Angola’s UNITA rebel groups laid siege to the city of Kuito backed by ults . 3 F 
heavy artillery with anti-aircraft capabilities. Stay overnight and ask for our Ukrainian Christmas 
According unconfirmed reports the AN-12B flew out of Kuito airport Room Special - Only $59.00 + taxes 


Single or Double Occupancy! 
For Reservation: 452-7770 or 1-800-661-9843 


Tene на Ні 


heading to Luanda. Five Ukrainian crew members and five Angola citi- 
zens were on the plane. After the plane reached an altitude of 5,200 metres 
a land-air missile hit the plane. 
It is thought the plane fell down 40-50 kilometres from Kuito airport. 
The plane’s whereabouts are currently unknown. 


ARAL 
MEWS 


Suite #1, 12227 - 107 Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta, TSM 1Y9 
UN Office; (403) 488-3693; Advertising: (403) 488-3860 
Fax: (403) 488-3859; E-mail: ukrnews@compusmart.ab.ca 


Publisher: 
Edmonton Lasergraphics, 
A Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. 
President: Marco Levytsky 


Editor: 

Hon. Kyiv Bureau Chief: 
Typesetting & Layout: 
Advertising & Circulation: 


Marco Levytsky 
Vitaliy Shevchenko 
Irena Hladki 
Alexandra Cybulsky 


Ukrainian News is published bi-weekly by Edmonton Lasergraphics, A 
Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. Yearly subscription $32.50. All rights 
| reserved. The material in this paper cannot be reproduced in any shape or 
form without written permission from the publisher. The opinions expressed 
in the articles do not necessarily reflect those of the proprietor, publisher, or 
editorial board. 
Редактор: 


Поч. Гол. Київського Бюра: 
Мистецька підготовка: 
Оголошення і розповсюд: 


Марко Левицький 
Віталій Шевченко 
pare Гладкі 

ля Цибульська 


Українські Вісті видає дво-тижнево Едмонтон Лайзергрефикс, Відділ Кенейдієн 
Криптикс Лтд. Річна передплата $32.50. Всі права застережені. Не можна 
репродукувати ніяких матеріялів без писаного дозволу видавця. Опінії висловлені 
в статтях не все відповідають опінії власника, видавця чи редакційної ради. 
@e2eeeee @ 
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Українські Вісті це незалежна газета, яка сама утримується 
із передплат, оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо 
підтримувати нашу газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо 
заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Jewish hypocrisy 
is overwhelming 


For sheer and unabashed hypocrisy, nothing can outdo Israel’s refusal 
to hand over an alleged Jewish war criminal to Poland for trial. 

Here we have a state whose diaspora community in the West has pres- 
sured the United States to create the Office of Special Investigations and 
Canada the Denaturalization and Deportation policy. 

The OSI is an agency, which in its quest to round up suspected Nazi war 
criminals, used the most unscrupulous tactics — denying evidence to the 
defense which would have proved the innocence of their victims, know- 
ingly using forged documents, misrepresenting witnesses, pressuring de- 
fendants and their families into guilty please and committing, according 
to a U.S. judicial ruling, “fraud on the court’. Its most infamous case is 
that of John Demjanjuk who was eventually found to be innocent. 

The D and D policy in Canada, abandons long cherished safeguards of 
civil liberties trying to deport innocent victims of Nazi terror without even 
bothering to charge them with any war crimes. And to boot, the govern- 
ment has set quota for such dubious cases. 

And yet, when the government of Poland demands the extradition of a 
Jew, Solomon Morel, who commanded a camp for German prisoners in 
southern Poland, allegedly tortured inmates and was considered respon- 
sible for at least 1,538 deaths, suddenly Israel says the statute of limita- 
tions has run out. To add insult to injury Israel even has the gall to tell 
Poland that this case does not fit its definition of genocide. If the deaths of 
1,538 people doesn’t fit the definition of genocide, then what does? Or 
does the Israeli definition of genocide just apply to Jews? 

Such hypocrisy is overwhelming. If the Jewish lobby insists that coun- 
tries like Canada and the United States impose draconian measures on 
innocent victims than how can the state of Israel claim, with any kind of 
human decency, that the statute of limitations has run out on a Jew who is 
alleged to have murdered over 1500 people in cold blood. 

Canada and the United States who have implemented such draconian 
measure to please the Jewish lobby cannot simply sit back and ignore this 
Israeli hypocrisy. The governments of both these countries are obligated 
to send Israel a strong protest over its refusal to hand over an alleged war 


criminal for justice. Otherwise these governments are just as hypocritical 


as the Jews themselves. 

Canada’s Ukrainian community has also been raising the issue of com- 
munist war criminals in Canada for well over a decade, and called spe- 
cific attention to an account published by the Jewish-American journalist, 
John Sack. Several years ago, in his book, An Eye For An Eye, Sack ex- 
posed the presence of several communist war criminals and mass murders 
living comfortably in the USA, Israel and Toronto, along them Comman- 
dant Morel. 

Although asked to investigate how these persons came to be in Canada 
and to consider bringing them to justice for their well-documented par- 
ticipation in atrocities during and just after the war, Ottawa has refused to 
take any serious action. 

This again demonstrates the hypocrisy and double standard of U.S. and 
Canadian policy on war criminals. If there are any communist war crimi- 
nals living in Canada, or the United States, they should be brought to 
justice. Or better still anybody who did not reveal his past in communist 
organizations which were involved in war crimes upon coming to Canada, 
should simply be deported. 
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Remembering Ukraine’s 


Unknown 


By Eric Margolis, Contributing Editor 
The Sunday Sun, Dec.13, 1998, Toronto 

As Britain’s socialist government cleared the way 
for a gaudy show trial of that Great Satan of the left, 
Chile’s Gen. Augusto Pinochet, the 65th anniversary 
of this century’s bloodiest crime was utterly ignored. 
Leftists now baying for Pinochet’s head don’t want to 
be reminded of the Unknown Holocaust. 

In 1932, Soviet leader Josef Stalin unleashed geno- 
cide in Ukraine. Stalin determined to force Ukraine’s 
millions of independent farmers — called kulaks — 
into collectivized Soviet agriculture, and to crush 
Ukraine’s growing spirit of nationalism. 

Faced by resistance to collectivization, Stalin un- 
leashed terror and dispatched 25,000 fanatical young 
party militants from Moscow — earlier versions of 
Mao’s Red Guards — to force 10 million Ukrainian 
peasants into collective farms. Secret police units of 
OGPU began selective executions of recalcitrant farm- 
ers. 

When Stalin’s red guards failed to make a dent in 
this immense number, OGPU was ordered to begin 
mass executions. But there were simply not enough 
Chekists (secret police) to kill so many people, so Stalin 
decided to replace bullets with a much cheaper me- 
dium of death — mass starvation. 

All seed stocks, grain, silage and farm animals were 
confiscated from Ukraine’s farms. (Ethiopia’s Commu- 
nist dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam used the same 
method in the 1970s to force collectivization: the re- 
sulting famine cased one million deaths.) 

OGPU agents and Red Army troops sealed all roads 
and rail lines. Nothing came in or out of Ukraine. Farms 
were searched and looted of food and fuel. Ukrainians 
quickly began to die of hunger, cold and sickness. 

When OGPU failed to meet weekly execution quo- 
tas, Stalin sent henchman Lazar Kaganovitch to destroy 
Ukrainian resistance. Kaganovitch, the Soviet 
Eichmann, made quota, shooting 10,000 Ukrainians 
weekly. Eighty percent of all Ukrainian intellectuals 
were executed. A Ukrainian party member named 
Nikita Khruschev helped supervise the slaughter. 

During the bitter winter of 1932-33, mass starvation 
created by Kaganovitch and OGPU hit full force. Ukrai- 
nians ate their pets, boots and belts, plus bark and roots. 
Some parents even ate infant children. 

The precise number of Ukrainians murdered by 
Stalin’s custom-made famine and Cheka firing squads 
remains unknowns to this day. The KGB’s archives, 
and recent work by Russian historians, show at least 
seven million died. Ukrainian historians put the figure 
at nine million, or higher. Twenty-five percent of 
Ukraine’s population was exterminated. 

Millions of victims 

Six million other farmers across the USSR were 
starved or shot during collectivization. Stalin told Win- 
ston Churchill he liquidated 10 million peasants dur- 
ing the 1930s. Add mass executions by the Cheka in 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania; the genocide of three 
million Muslims in the USSR; massacres of Cossacks 
and Volga Germans and Soviet industrial genocide ac- 


(JF Monitor)—Ukraine’s largest and oldest right- 
wing party, the People’s Movement (Rukh), at its 
ninth congress on Dec. 12-13 nominated two candi- 
dates for the presidential elections of 1999: the party’s 
leader, Vyacheslav Chornovil, 61, and former For- 
eign Minister Hennady Udovenko, 67. 

The vote was far from unanimous: A number of 
the congress’ 742 delegates wanted to nominate a 
relatively young reformer, Yury Kostenko, 47, once 
environment апа Chornoby! minister. 

In the congress, Chornovil’s allies insisted on the 
open vote, in which the tandem of Chornovil- 
Udovenko was backed by 415 delegates. 

This nomination is only the congress’ first stage. 
Rukh’s decision concerning the elections is not fi- 
nal. The party will eventually decide on its presiden- 
tial nominee at the second stage of the congress, 
which is to be held early next year. 

Rukh’s hesitation arises from several factors. First, 
the new election law has not been yet adopted. Sec- 
ond, the Rukh has not achieved unity concerning the 
presidential nomination with its right-of-centre al- 
lies. The Reforms and Order Party (PRP), with which 
Rukh formed an electoral bloc, has been insisting on 
nomination of the National Bank head, Viktor 


Rukh nominates Chornovil and 
Udovenko as presidential candidates 


Holocaust 


Western historians delicately skirt the 
sordid fact that the governments of 
Britain, the U.S. and Canada were 
fully aware of the Ukrainian genocide 
and Stalin’s other monstrous crimes: 
... Stalin, who Franklin Roosevelt 
called “Uncle Joe,” murdered four 
times more people than Adolf Hitler. 


counted for at least 40 million victims, not including 
20 million war dead. 

Kaganovitch and many senior OGPU officers (later, 
NKVD) were Jewish. The predominance of Jews 
among Bolshevik leaders, and the frightful crimes and 
cruelty inflicted by Stalin’s Cheka on Ukraine, the Bal- 
tic states and Poland, led the victims of Red Terror to 
blame the Jewish people for both communism and their 
suffering. As a direct result, during the subsequent Nazi 
occupation of Eastern Europe, the region’s innocent 
Jews became the target of ferocious revenge by Ukrai- 
nians, Balts and Poles. 

While the world is by now fully aware of the de- 
struction of Europe’s Jews by the Nazis, the story of 
the numerically larger holocaust in Ukraine has been 
suppressed, or ignored. Ukraine’s genocide occurred 
8-9 years before Hitler began the Jewish Holocaust, 
and was committed, unlike Nazi crimes, before the 
world’s gaze. But Stalin’s murder of millions was sim- 
ply denied, or concealed by a left-wing conspiracy of 
silence that continues to this day. In the strange moral 
geometry of mass murder, only Nazis are guilty. 

Socialist luminaries like Bernard Show, Beatrice and 
Sidney Webb and PM Edouard Herriot of France, toured 
Ukraine during 1932-33 and proclaimed reports of fam- 
ine were false. Shaw announced: “I did not see one 
under-nourished person in Russia.” New York Times 
correspondent Walter Duranty, who won a Pulitzer Prize 
for his Russian reporting, wrote claims of famine were 
“malignant propaganda.” Seven million people were 
dying around them, yet these fools saw nothing. The 
New York Times has never repudiated Duranty’s lies. 

Modern leftists do not care to be reminded their ideo- 
logical and historical roots are entwined with this 
century’s greatest crime — the inevitable result of en- 
forced social engineering and Marxist theology. 

Western historians delicately skirt the sordid fact that 
the governments of Britain, the U.S. and Canada were 
fully aware of the Ukrainian genocide and Stalin’s other 
monstrous crimes. Yet they eagerly welcomed him as 
an ally during World War II. Stalin, who Franklin 
Roosevelt called “Uncle Joe,” murdered four times 
more people than Adolf Hitler. 

None of the Soviet mass murderers who committed 
genocide were ever brought to justice. Lazar 
Kaganovitch died peacefully in Moscow a few years 
ago, still wearing his Order of the Soviet Union, and 
enjoying a generous state pension. 


The absence of a single candidate 
from the centre-right forces so far, 
with the elections drawing near, has 
been an advantage to Kuchma, thus 
far the strongest nonleftist candi- 
date. 


Yushchenko, who has so far been refusing to run. 

Another potential ally for Rukh — the “party of 
power,” that is, the People’s Democrats (NDP) — is 
hesitating to throw its support behind the incumbent 
President Leonid Kuchma, whom they unequivocally 
supported at least until their congress last month. 

A portion of the NDP would like to join the Rukh- 
PRP bloc, whose leaders Chornovil and Viktor 
Pynzenyk have announced they would not back 
Kuchma’s nomination. The PRP even publicly called 
on Kuchma not to run for the second term. The ab- 
sence of a single candidate from the centre-right 
forces so far, with the elections drawing near, has 
been an advantage to Kuchma, thus far the strongest 
nonleftist candidate. 
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Kuchma goes оп the offensive 


(JF Monitor)—Speaking to a gathering of regional 
media editors on Dec. 15, President Leonid Kuchma 
did not miss an opportunity to attack the lawmakers, 
which is already a “tradition” of his public speeches. 

Commenting on the Swiss arrest of the former pre- 
mier and member of parliament, Раміо Lazarenko, 
Kuchma snapped: “Now most criminals are hiding be- 
hind their deputy mandates.” He blasted parliamentary 
factions — for “attempts to monopolize the right” to 
nominate presidential candidates for the upcoming elec- 
tions. Kuchma apparently meant the idea of introduc- 
ing into the electoral draft law, a regulation allowing 
only parties to nominate a candidate. 

Despite the fact that half of the parliament was elected 
from party lists, Kuchma said that the political parties 
“represent only 2-3 percent of the people.” It is worth 
remembering that neither of the parties represented in 
parliament has yet voiced support of Kuchma in the 
elections scheduled for October 1999. 

Kuchma also warned that he would not “simply” sign 
the presidential electoral law. He recalled being “virtu- 
ally compelled” by the legislature to sign the parlia- 
mentary electoral law last winter, when not much time 
remained before the elections of March 29. 

Kuchma, at least in theory, may disrupt the elections 
by refusing to sign the law or by signing it too late, if 
he does not find that the draft favors his prospects for 
re-election. The president wants, in particular, that the 


race should officially start not five months before the 
elections, as foreseen by the draft now discussed in 
parliament, but only ninety days before the event. This 
could make the elections less expensive, but it — a 
short campaign — would probably benefit Kuchma as 
the incumbent president, leaving his rivals less time 
for political advertisement. 

Quite unexpectedly, Kuchma called бог a referendum 
to amend the constitution, which was approved in the 
summer of 1996. In particular, he suggested the intro- 
duction of a bicameral parliament, in which the upper 
chamber would consist of regional representatives, who 
would “act out of economic rather than political rea- 
sons.” Kuchma said that presidential powers to issue 
decrees on economic issues not regulated by existing 
laws should be prolonged for five more years, because 
“economic reforms cannot bring fruit in four years.” 

Later in the day, Kuchma’s press secretary, Oleksandr 
Martynenko, had to urgently interpret this “slip of the 
tongue” to the media. Martynenko explained that the 
president actually meant not prolongation of his first 
term, but of the constitution’s transitional regulation, 
which itself allows introduction of economic legisla- 
tion by presidential decree. 

Arguably, Kuchma’s several economic decrees of the 
summer of 1998, aimed at liberalizing the economy, to 
a certain extent, in the autumn, cushioned the effects 
on Ukraine of the financial crisis in Russia. 


Rada adopts law on presidential elections 


(JF Monitor)—On Dec. 4, Ukrai- 
nian lawmakers by 249 votes to 15 
adopted the draft law on presiden- 
tial elections in the first reading. 

The old legislation contradicted 


which restricted personal rights. To 
become a law, the draft must be later 
approved in a second reading and 
signed by the president. 

The draft foresees that the elec- 


the constitution adopted in 1996 tions are valid if: 


Polls underline Kuchma’s 
weak support base 


(The Rukh Insider)—In a poll conducted by the Kyiv International In- 
stitute of Sociology (KIIS), President Kuchma is shown to lead his con- 
tenders in the presidential race due to climax in October of 1999. 

Kuchma has 11.6 percent; Oleksandr Moroz, Chairman of the Socialist 
Party, 9.7; Natalia Vitrenko, Chairman of the Progressive Socialist Party, 
9.1 and Petro Symonenko, Chairman of the Communist Party, 6.8. 

There is good reason, however, to doubt that Kuchma indeed leads by 
the margin indicated in the poll, if he is leading at all (See Ukrainian 
News, Nov. 18 - Dec. 1, 1998). 

The KIS poll itself, for instance, shows clearly that support for Kuchma 
has steadily and drastically eroded since his election in 1994. As per the 
poll, his support has dropped to less than one-third. This is how approxi- 
mately 1500 respondents from across Ukraine filled in the blank for: "1 
trust the President a 


1995 1996 1997 1998 
completely 13 14 7 4 
rather more than less 25 21 17 11 
rather less than more 13 15 15 16 
not at all 18. 26 27 51 
difficult to say 30 24 32 17 


Similar figures accompany a precipitous drop in the trust accorded the 
government and the poll shows that Moroz would beat Kuchma in a sec- 
ond round run-off by 25.5 to 21.5 percent. 

That Kuchma’s three top opponents are all from the left side of the 
political spectrum is indicative of how tired Ukrainian society is of the 
economy’s downward spiral. 

If, immediately following independence, most Ukrainians from West to 
East, were united in their antipathy toward the communists, then by this 
juncture the communists are viewed in a more positive light. 

The implications of this strategic trend bode ill for Ukraine during the 
coming years. 


Fewer Ukrainians and 
less healthy too 


(Eastern Economist)—In the seven years of independence, the 
Ukrainian population has decreased by almost 2 million. 

According to the Health Protection Ministry, in the next several 
years the population will decrease even further to reach 48 million in 
2002. 

Health Protection Minister Andriy Serdiuk drew particular atten- 
tion to the dramatic rise of death rates amongst men. 

At present, there are 3-5 times more men aged 18 to 60 dying ev- 
ery year in Ukraine than women. 

According to Ministry statistics, more than 6 million Ukrainians 
suffer from cardiac diseases, more than 1.2 million have psychologi- 
cal defects, another 1.2 million are disabled, 800,000 suffer from 
alcoholism, 700,000 suffer from tuberculosis, 300,000 are diabetics, 
and 120,000 are invalids from birth. 

Serdiuk stressed that all these figures “significantly affect” the 
average life expectancy and stipulate a further worsening of the de- 
mographic situation in the country. 


. 50 percent of registered electors 
plus 1 participated in the vote; 

¢ None of the candidates collects 
50 percent of the vote plus 1 in the 
first round, the candidate who wins 
in the second round, irrespective of 
the number of voters, is elected 
president; 

e Parties and blocs of parties can 
nominate candidates, and self-nomi- 
nations are allowed; 

» Every candidate collects 1 mil- 
lion signatures in two-thirds of 
Ukraine’s 25 regions, with no less 
than 30, 000 signatures in each of 
them; 

» Each potential elector only signs 
for one candidate; 

» Nominations are accepted no 
later than five months before the 
elections; 

° Candidates have equal access to 
the mass media in the campaign; 

» Prisoners can vote (which may 
be an advantage for the incumbent 
president, given the unreformed 
Soviet-type Ukrainian penitentiary 
system). 

The draft, originally proposed by 
Oleksandr Lavrynovych of the right- 
wing Rukh, incorporated changes 
proposed by several leftist deputies, 
and did not face any resistance from 
the leftist opposition. All major po- 
litical forces apparently realize the 
need for the fastest possible adop- 
tion of the law in order to begin se- 
rious campaigning for the upcom- 
ing elections (scheduled for Octo- 
ber 1999). 
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Hoping the holiday season bears gifts of 
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ones all the best for the 
Christmas Season 
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 
from So-Use Credit Union 
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ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 


З нагоди радісних Свят Різдва 
Христового й Нового Року, 
складаю найщиріші побажання 
усій Їєрархії Помісної 

Української Католицької 

Церкви, Всесвітлішим 
Всечеснішим і Преподобним 
Отцям, Преподобним 
Сестрам,усім вірним 
едмонтонської єпархії, та всьому 
українському народові на поселенях 
й на Рідних Землях. 


з Лаврентій Гуцуляк, ЧСВВ 
Владика Кдмонтонської Єпархії 


CHRIST IS BORN! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


I extend to all the Ukrainian Catholic 
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Україна - важливий економічний 


партнер Канади -- 
Газета «День», Київ, 12 грудня) 

«Команда Канади» в січні наступного року в 
Україну не приїде. «Команда Канади» - це понад 
400 політиків і бізнесменів, прем'єри всіх десяти 
провінцій та двох територій країни, найвизначніші 
бізнесмени на чолі з прем'єр-міністром країни. 

Найбільший виїзд «команди» було запляновано 
на початок наступного року до України, Росії 
та Польщі. Але нині рівень контактів знижено 
- це буде лише офіційний візит прем'єр-міністра 
Канади Жана Кретьєна до Києва та Варшави. 
Москва, яка переживає надглибоку економічну 
кризу й не зрозуміло, чи буде виконувати свої 
фінансові зобов'язання, зі списку випала взагалі. 

Директор бюра Центральної, Східної та Пів- 
денної Європи МЗС Канади Джеймс Ройт сказав 
кореспондентові «Дня», що Україна, мабуть, ще 
не готова прийняти «Команду Канади». Торгівель- 
ний оборот між двома країнами торік становив 
трохи менше 553 млн., що становить майже 0,2 
зовнішньої торгівлі Канади. Прямих канадських 
інвестицій в Україну було вкладено приблизно 
530 млн. При цьому в торгівлі з Україною 
Канада має невеликий дефіцит. Але український 
експорт до Канади, майже половину якого ста- 
новить продукція чорної металургії, збільшується, 
а канадський - навпаки, зменшується. 

Як відомо, у багатьох країнах світу, зокрема 
у США, проти українських металургів прово- 
дяться антидемпінгові процеси. У Канаді таких 
процесів немає. Втім, Ройт не виключає, що 
найближчим часом вони почнуться і в Країні 


Але перегрупування сил та симпатій залежно 
від поглядів на майбутню кадрову стратегію 
РУХУ однозначно пов'язувалося з тим чи іншим 
політиком. На початок осені було очевидним, 
що саме в розв'язанні формули «Чорновіл- 
Костенко» криються президентські амбіції НРУ. 

Постать Геннадія Удовенка, популярного ук- 
раїнця, з'явилася в переліку рухівських претен- 
дентів пізніше. Очевидно, що, всупереч 
Костенкові, на неї зробив ставку й В. Чорновіл. 
Передз'їздівські конференції крайових органі- 
зацій НРУ, де обговорювали всіх чотирьох 
можливих кандидатів (разом з Богданом Бой- 
ком, який не приховував намірів поступитися 
своєю кандидатурою на користь Костенка), 
так нічого й не прояснили. 

А Центральний Провід НРУ, замість того, 
щоб запропонувати на розгляд з'їзду єдиний 
варіянт, розділився навпіл і висунув пари 
«Чорновіл-Костенко» та «Чорновіл-Удовенко» 
(голову партії - «Для себе», іншого - для уз- 
годжень з іншими партіями). Пропонувався й 
третій варіянт - лише Чорновіл, але рухівські 
стратеги безпомилково передбачали самовідвід 
голови на з'їзді (що, зрештою, й сталося), бо 
у зв'язці з Удовенком рухівський лідер має 
достатній простір для подальших маневрів та 
ухвалення прийнятного для нього остаточного 
рішення. 


Hierarchy, Reverend Fathers, 
Sisters and all the faithful in | 
Edmonton Eparchy, in the 
diaspora and in Ukraine, my 
very best wishes for a joyous 
Christmas season with hopes 


Чергові Всеукраїнські збори PYXy 
на всі запитання відповіді не дали 


але в майбутньому 


Кленового Листа. 

Канада першою із західних країн визнала 
незалежність України, є «куратором» нашої 
країни з боку НАТО й узагалі має з Києвом 
особливі стосунки. Це визначається в першу 
чергу тим, що з 30 млн. канадців - майже 1 
млн. українського походження, й роля українців 
у житті країни дуже велика. 

Канада, мабуть, єдина з країн Великої сімки, 
де практично кожний продавець у магазині чи, 
наприклад, водій таксі знає, що таке Україна і 
хто такі українці. 1, може, тому вони із якимось 
навіть здивуванням констатують, що умов для 
нормального економічного співробітництва з 
Україною немає. Зарегульована державою еко- 
номіка, страшний податковий прес і водночас 
нестабільне законодавство - все це не дає 
нормально розвиватися економічним контактам. 

А втім, канадці не втрачають надії, що врешті 
«потеплішає» інвестиційний і торгівельний клімат 
у країні з 50-мільйонним населенням та 
кваліфікованою робочою силою, країні, яка не 
є для Канади чужою. 

На запитання, чому ж виїзд «Команди Канади» 
в Україну все-таки плянувався, а лише потім 
його було скасовано, вичерпну відповідь корес- 
пондентові «Дня» дав старший економічний 
радник МЗС Канади Ден Чиряк: «Як ви можете 
казати, що Росія не затягнула вас у прірву 
кризи, якщо національна валюта України стосовно 
доляра за кілька місяців упала майже вдвічі?» 


На Всеукраїнських зборах НРУ перемогла 
«лінія Чорновола». Більшість віддала перевагу 
Удовенку, не сумнівачись, що його кандидатура 
«сподобається» іншим українським демократам 
і що Удовенко - це всерйоз, а не лише до 
того дня, коли найвпливовіше керівництвом 
партії вирішить усі ставки зробити на «випро- 
буваного в боях» лідера. Вся проблема в тому, 
наскільки ймовірний цей варіянт... 

I також у тому, чи з парою «Чорновіл- 
Удовенко» не підіграє Народний Рух України 
нинішньому Президенту. Адже проти пропозиції 
звернутися від імені Всеукраїнських зборів НРУ 
до Л. Кучми з пропозицією утриматися від 
повторного балотування заради проведення на 
президетнську посаду узгодженого кандидата 
від національно-демократичних сил найбільше 
заперечував саме В. Чорновіл. 

Остаточне рішення щодо кандидата у Прези- 
денти РУХ прийме на другому етапі свого 
з'їзду, вже після ухвалення нового закону про 
президентські вибори та проведення переговорів 
з можливими спільниками. Яким буде рішення 
- зважаючи на насторі в партії, передбачити 
важко. 

Поки що РУХ палко вітає утворення блоку 
з партією «Реформи і порядок» на чолі з 
Віктором Пинзеником. Для багатьох в Україні 
це було великою несподіванкою. 


Намір комуністів 
приєднати Україну до 
Міжпарляментської 
асамблеї СНД провалився 


(КБУВ) - За наполяганням членів фракції КПУ минулого тижня 
в парляменті знову розглядалося питання про приєднання України 
до так званої Міжпарляментської асамблеї країн СНД. 

Україна, як відомо, є членом СНД лише на правах спостерігача, 


that the coming year brings 


peace, health and spiritual growth 
to all. "Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ" (Ephesians 1:2). 


+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Edmonton 


але ліві хотіли реалізувати свій підступний намір в обхід будь- 
яких встановлених процедур та без належних висновків. Більше 
того, цього разу комуністи вдалися до ганебних торгів та шантажу, 
«пообіцявши» фракції «Громада» в разі відсутності їхньої підтримки 
не допомагати у «визволенні» заарештованого в Швейцарії екс- 
прем'єра II. Лазаренка, а фракції НДІ заявивши, що «провалять» 
проєкт бюджету на 1999 рік та відмовляться від ратифікації 
підписаних Україною міжнародних угод. 

Хоч лівих несподівано підтримала фракція соціял-демократів, 
усе одно їм не вистачило голосів. Проти виступили фракції 
РУХУ, НДП, Зелених та незалежних депутатів. 
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Aid flows іп for Ukraine’s flood victims 


UCC Alberta 
issues appeal 


(Eastern Economist/UkrNews)— 
Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry contin- 
ues to work on getting international 
humanitarian aid to the victims of 
the Zakarpattia flooding. 

In the first week of December, 
Zakarpattia received one ton of food 
products, two tons of clothes in hu- 
manitarian aid from Germany, 65 kg 
of food and 900 kg of clothing from 
Luxembourg, two tons of food, 
clothes, footwear, medicines from 
Slovakia. 

Aid also came from Hungary, 
Poland, and the Czech Republic. 

President Leonid Kuchma visited 
Zakarpattia on Dec. 8. He said that 
the resolution he was going to sign 
creating a free trade zone in 
Zakarpattia will help to alleviate the 
difficult situation there. He also is- 
sued free building materials to 
Zakarpattia citizens. 

In Canada, the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, Alberta Council, in 
cooperation with the Canadian Red 
Cross, has coordinated an Alberta- 
wide fundraising campaign to aid 
the flood victims. A cash donation, 
marked “‘Zakarpattia Flood Relief’, 
can be made at any branch of The 
Alberta Treasury Branch, account 
no. (725) 1152 858 - 24, or. The 
Canadian Western Bank, account 
no. (03089-030) 631 1047, make 
payable to the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. 

Stated Gordon Conway: Presi- 
dent, Alberta Council, “The areas 
surrounding the cities of Mukachiv 
and Khust in Zakarpattia are the 
__ hardest it. The majority of Alberta 
- Ukrainians originate from Western 
Ukraine, many from this region. The 
people affected by this tragedy are 
friends and family of many, many 
Albertans.” 

Nine districts of the 
Transcarpathian province were 
badly hit, killing 18 people. Over 
200 buildings are still flooded, and 
an estimated 2,000 buildings are 
destroyed. Over 5,600 Ukrainians 
are unable to return to their homes. 

“Currently, the Red Cross is dis- 
tributing food parcels, clothing and 
water filters, using helicopters to 
reach people cut off by the floods,” 
said Gary Redmond, Central and 
Northern Alberta Regional Director 
of the Red Cross. “With the on- 
slaught of winter, an enormous de- 
mand remains for food, warm cloth- 
ing, footwear, and medicine.” 

Cash donations can also be made 
at your local Red Cross, or by call- 
ing (403) 423-2680. Visa and 
Mastercard are accepted. make 
cheques payable to the Canadian 
Red Cross, earmarked Ukraine 
Flood Relief. 

Contacts Are: Gordon Conway, 
President Alberta Provincial Coun- 
cil Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(403) 415-5182 or Sandy Engelking, 


The Ukrainian News 
office will be closed 
from January 4th to 

January 14th, 1999 in 

order to give the staff 


a winter break. 
жЖжж 


Бюро «Українських 
Вістей» буде закрите 
з причини зимової 
перерви від 4-го до 
14-го січня, 1999 р. 


Canadian Red Cross Central & 
Northern Alberta Region (403) 423- 
2680. 

And the Ukrainian Parliamentary 
Environmental Committee Chair 
Yuriy Samoylenko said on Dec. 7 
that the reasons for the catastrophic 
floods in Zakarpattia will be an- 
nounced within the next 10 days. 

According to the Committee’s 
preliminary conclusions, the main 
reason for the flood was a lack of 
financing for anti-flooding measures 


during the last few years. 

As a direct result the river Tysa’s 
water level increased by 1-2 metres, 
and protective dams were rendered 
ineffective, especially where elec- 
tricity lines had been laid through 
them. 

According to Samoylenko, when 
Ukraine was a Soviet Socialistic 
Republic KRB 30-40 million was 
spent on anti-flood measures, now 
the minimum should be Hr 20 mil- 
lion. 


Yeah, 
І want to 


feel good. 
For life. 


“helping young people get ready for the future” 


R.J..S TOURS LTD 


(YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS HERE) 
We specialize in Travel & Tours to Ukraine 


UKRAINE TOUR - June 21 to July 5 (15 days) 
All Inclusive - Escorted by Robert J. Tomkins 
UKRAINE CRUISE - July 5-19 (15 days) 


All Inclusive - Escorted by R.J. & Patricia Tomkins 
UKRAINE TOUR & CRUISE - June 21 to July 19, 1999 (29 days) 
All Inclusive - Escorted Бу БК... & Patricia Tomkins 


Winnipeg's Baba's Records recording artists 
_ ‘Ukrainian Oldtimers" joining us on the cruise 
- Limited availability on above tours. Book early! 


11708-135A Street Edmonton, AB T5M 1L5 
403-415-5633 Toll Free 1-877-353-5633 


No one likes to be told what to do. 


Smoking 


Would you like to quit smoking? Would you 
like to help a friend quit? There is information to 
help. Like Quit 4 Life, a website (quit4life.com) 
for teenage smokers who really want to quit. 
Materials are also available on smoking 
prevention and second-hand smoke. 


Alcohol and Other Drugs 

What are drugs? Why do people use them? 
How do they affect your life? Even if you don't 
drink or use drugs, you probably know someone 
who does. We have information to help peers 
and youth groups deal with alcohol and other 


drug-related issues. 


Nutrition 


How you feel about yourself is very important. 
Good nutrition is all about making healthy 
food choices and achieving and maintaining 


a healthy weight. 


But you decide. 


Canada’s Food Guide to Healthy Eating can help 
you make the right decisions so that you feel 
good about yourself. 


Fitness and Active Living 

Being active is another thing that can help you 
feel really good about yourself. Canada’s 
Physical Activity Guide to Healthy Active Living 
can help you make choices about physical 
activity — choices that are right for you. 


For information on these and other 
Health Canada publications, please call: 
1-800-OCanada 
(1-800-622-6232) 


TTY: 1-800-465-7735 


Or visit us at: 
www.canada.gc.ca 


Canada 


10 


З нагоди Різдва Христового та 
Нового Року вітаємо наших членів, 
духовенство українських церков, 
управи складових організацій, 
прихильників і ввесь український 
нарід в Україні та діаспорі. 
Бажаємо всім Веселих Свят та 
щастя і добра в Новому 1999 Році. 


" Управа Конгресу Українців Канади 
Відділ в Едмонтоні 


Національну вкладку просимо слати: 

U.C.C. c/o Mr. John Maksymiw; 15727-84 Ave. Edmonton, AB Т5В 3Y2 
PLT TTT Tee Tt TT eT eT yy Tl 
Ш Веселих Різдвяних Свят 
gma Щасливого Нового Року 
уесій Українській Громаді та 
своїм Клієнтам щиро бажає 


Ірена Задравець з бюра подорожей 


THOMAS COOK TRAVEL 


i 
: 11-850 KEEWATIN, TYNDALL MARKET MALL 
ів 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2R 075 
BUS. TEL.: (204) 988-5100 - RES. TEL.: (204) 334-1256 


a. Дешеві квитки до Львова, Києва i Варшави 
ж Тури, готелі, подорожня асекурація 
Е" Пашпорти, візи, запрошення 
ї ж Іміграційні консультації пов'язані зі спровадженням рідних 
на постійне перебування, або на відвідини до Канади 
ж Знижена ціна до Фльориди, Гаваї i Мексико 
BERR EERE Re eee eee eee п Б 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Зі світлим празником Різдвяних Свят 
бажаємо радости, щастя та 
кріпкого здоров'я 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL LTD. 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 
Ph.: 422-1397 Fax: 426-6179 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Щирі і сердечні побажання веселих 
Свят Різдва Христового та 


щасливого Нового Року! 
ВСІМ СВОЇМ КЛіЄНТАМ I ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
UKRAINIAN BOOKSTORE 


10215-97 ST. PO BOX 1640 
EDMONTON AB T5J 2N9 
CANADA 
Phone (403) 422-4255 
Fax (403) 425-1439 
After Jan. 25/99 our area code will be (780) 
e-mail ukrbkst@planet.eon.net 
www.ukrainianbookstore.com 


До 


ІМС. 1914 
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Новий посол прийнятий 
генерал-губернатором 


(Посольство України в Канаді)-3-го грудня 
1998 року на церемонії в Рідо Холі (м. Оттава) 
Посол України в Канаді Володимир Хандогій 
вручив вірчі грамоти Генерал-губернатору Канади 
Р. ЛеБлану. 

У своєму виступі В. Хандогій заявив про велике 
значення, яке надає Україна розвиткові відносин 
з Канадою. Посол відзначив активний зовнішньо- 
політичний курс Канади, зокрема, у сфері роз- 
зброєння та у вирішенні глобальних гуманітарних 
питань, привітав Канаду з обранням на місце 
непостійного члена Ради Безпеки ООН на період 
1999-2001 рр., а також з першою річницею 
відкриття до підписання Оттавської Конвенції із 
заборони протипіхотних мін. В контексті 
українсько-канадських двосторонніх відносин 
відзначив високий рівень політичного партнерства 
і, водночас, наголосив на необхідності посилення 
темпів розвитку торговельно-економічного спів- 
робітництва. В. Хандогій підкреслив, що завдяки 
присутності великої та динамічної української 
громади у Канаді наші країни мають особливо 


(Посольство України в Канаді)- 7-го грудня 
ц.р. Посол України в Канаді Володимир 
Хандогій зустрівся у зовнішньополітичному 
відомстві Канади з Послом Джілл Сінклер, 
яка очолює підрозділ, що відповідає за питання 
глобальної заборони протипіхотних мін. 

В ході зустрічі було обговорено широке коло 
питань, що стосуються проблематики роззбро- 
єння, і, зокрема, зусиль світового співтоварист- 
ва, спрямованих на повну заборону та знищення 
існуючих запасів такого антигуманного виду 


міни. 


Посол обговорює питання мін 


тісні зв'язки. Посол України в Канаді представив 
Генерал-губернатору Р. ЛеБлану дипломатичний 
склад Посольства. 

У відповідь, Р. ЛеБлан відзначив незворотність 
курсу України на реформування економіки і 
суспільно-політичного життя, висловив впевне- 
ність у тому, що український народ подолає 
труднощі перехідного періоду і побажав йому 
успіхів у розбудові власної незалежної держави. 
Він особливо підкреслив заінтересованість Канади 
у динамізації відносин з Україною в економічній 
сфері, готовність і надалі надавати політичну 
підтримку нашій державі, зокрема, в міжнародних 
організаціях. 

В. Хандогій - кар'єрний дипломат. До приз- 
начення в Канаду останні три роки займав посаду 
Заступника міністра закордонних справ України, 
був головою національної комісії України у 
справах ЮНЕСКО. Він також працював у 
Постійному Представництві України при ООН 
в Нью-Йорку, керував Департаментом міжнарод- 
них організацій МЗС України. 


Український дипломат відзначив, що рік, який 
минув з дня відкриття до підписання Оттавської 
конвенції про заборону використання, складу- 
вання, виробництва і передачі протипіхотних 
мін та про їх знищення довів актуальність 
цієї проблеми, її важливе гуманітарне значення. 

В. Хандогій i Дж. Сінклер обмінялись 
думками з приводу майбутніх перспектив 
універсалізації цього міжнародного правового 
документу, в т.ч. і в контексті наступного 
візиту в Україну Прем'єр-міністра Канади Ж. 
Кретьєна, який відбудеться 27-28 січня 
наступного року. 


Проєкт Державного бюджету 
схвалено в першому читанні 


Валентина Карпенко 

(КБУВ)- З традиційною проблемою своєчас- 
ного затвердження Державного бюджету цього 
року український парлямент, схоже, справляється 
успішно. Минулого тижня із завидною легкістю 
(мало не конституційною більшістю голосів) про- 
єкт бюджету було схвалено в першому читанні. 
Це вселяє надії на те, що в цілому бюджет буде 
схвалено ще до кінця року. 

Особливістю цьогорічного бюджетного процесу 
є те, що бюджетний комітет парляменту, 
очолюваний «главою тіньового уряду» з фракції 
«Громада» Юлією Тимошенко, відхилив урядовий 
проєкт і запропонував свій. 

Проєкт, народжений у Верховній Раді, вперше 
є бездефіцитним. Більше того, різниця між 


прибутковими частинами першого (урядового) і 
другого проєктів становить гігантську цифру — 
15 млрд. гривень. 

Ю. Тимошенко доводить, що резерви вишукано 
за рахунок незадіяних резервів, якими урядові 
чиновники нерідко користувалися раніше в осо- 
бистих цілях. Лише з джерел нафтогазової галузі 
вдалося вишукати додатково 7 млрд. гривень. 
Змінено й принципи формування бюджету з 
повнішим урахуванням інтересів місцевих органів 
влади. 

Уряд незадоволений рішенням депутатів. Прези- 
дент JI. Кучма також виступає проти, звинувачу- 
ючи парлямент у політичних спекуляціях, 
популізмі та вихолощення стимулів для розвитку 
ринкової економіки. 


Хто підтримає Леоніда Кучму? 


(КБУВ)- - Поки що лише одна партія припускає, 
що нинішній Президент за певних обставин може 
бути її кандидатом на чергових виборах керівника 
держави восени 1999 року, - Народно-демократ- 
ична. Це в тому разі, якщо Л. Кучма проводитиме 
вірний курс і пристане на умови НДП. 

З-поміж ймовірних кандидатів у президенти 
партія назвала прем'єр-міністра Валерія 
Пустовойтенка, колишнього спікера парляменту 
Ївана Плюща, екс-главу президентської адмініс- 
трації Євгена Кушнарьова, керівника Харківської 


Партія Пинзеника хоче 
підтимувати Ющенка, але 
категорично не хоче Кучму 


(КБУВ)--Одна з наймолодших, але з 
найамбітніших партій - «Реформи і порядок» на 
чолі з В. Пинзеником продовжує стверджувати, 
що найкращим президентом для України був би 
В. Ющенко. 

Разом з тим, «Ріпка» (так жартома називають 
партію) пішла в коаліцію з РУХом, що тяжіє 
до підтримки власного кандидата на посаду 
Президента. «Ріпка» ухвалила на своєму З'їзді 
звернення до Л. Кучми з настійною пропозицією 
не балотуватися в президенти, оскільки Леонід 
Данилович не виправдав надій реформаторів. 


обласної державної адміністрації Олега Дьоміна 
та голову правління Національного банку Віктора 
Ющенка. 

НДП також заявляє про необхідність об'єднання 
державницьких сил, називаючи найпершим своїм 
союзником РУХ. 


Олександр Мороз з 
головою пірнув у вибори 


(КБУВ) Найактивніше включився у виборчу 
кампанію лідер українських соціялістів Олександр 
Мороз. 

Він постійно перебуває в поїздках, проводить 
багато зустрічей з виборцями, сповна використо- 
вуючи свій талант публічного політика. Імідж 
«поміркованого, виваженого» діяча, яким 3ape- 
комендував себе О. Мороз під час головування 
в парляменті, набув тепер у нього відверто 
опозиційного забарвлення. «Антинародний режим 
Кучми» - такі висловлювання з вуст колись 
стриманого Мороза стали звичними. 

Активність О. Мороза, схоже, дуже нервує 
комуністів, зокрема, П. Симоненка - ще одного 
кандидата у президенти. Але лідери КПУ 
продовжують заявляти про намір виставляти 
єдиного кандидата від лівих сил. 


a 
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Rada gives preliminary 
approval to 1999 draft budget 


(RFE/RL/JF Monitor)—The Ukrainian parliament 
gave preliminary approval to a 1999 draft budget, Dec. 
11, after defying the government by increasing revenue 
and spending targets, AP reported. 

The draft, which provides for a balanced budget, was 
passed by a vote of 288 to 25. Earlier, President Leonid 
Kuchma termed the draft “populist and destructive.” 

It now goes back to the government, which must re- 
submit it for a second reading on Dec. 22. 

Speaking on Dec. 5 in Dnipropetrovsk, Kuchma said 
that the parliament’s failure to adopt the 1999 budget 
in a timely fashion would cancel prospects of coopera- 
tion with the International Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD). 

The president was also skeptical about adoption of a 
state budget with a zero deficit, which looks too opti- 
mistic in the current economic crisis. 

Earlier, the parliament rejected the cabinet’s budget 
draft, describing it as unrealistic and sending it back to 
the government for revision. At the same time, the 
parliament’s budget committee, which is unprecedented 
in Ukrainian budget making, submitted its own draft 
on Dec. 2. 

While the cabinet proposed a budget draft with a 
rather optimistic deficit of 0.58 percent of GDP, which 
is lower than the IMF demands, the committee’s draft 
slashed the deficit even further, to the sensational zero 
level. 


Kuchma told of Odesa pipeline mischief 


(Eastern Economist)—The Rukh and Popular Demo- 
cratic Party factions of parliament addressed President 
Leonid Kuchma and Premier Valeriy Pustovoitenko 
with a proposal Dec. 3 to prevent actions of several 
government officials who are attempting to stop con- 
struction of Odesa oil terminal and Odesa-Brody pipe- 
line. 

These objects have a great strategic, geo-political, 
and economic importance for Ukraine, the parties’ joint 
statement declared. 

According to them, First Deputy Premier Anatoliy 
Holubchenko “approved a one-sided decision” on Nov. 
24 to suspend financing and all construction works on 
the Odesa-Brody oil pipeline and break all contracts 
with subcontractors. 

This decision according to the statement contradicts 
to the Presidential decree of Oct. 23 on measures to 


Most observers believe that the committee’s propos- 
als, while casting doubt on the professionalism of the 
cabinet draftees, are in fact even less realistic than the 
cabinet draft. This only worsens the situation. The pro- 
cess of budget adoption may now take more time than 
had been expected. There is a danger that the budget 
may be adopted as hastily as the one for the current 
year. That budget, signed on Dec. 30, 1997, had to be 
amended by presidential decree some six months later. 

Kuchma’s current worries are not baseless. The co- 
operation with international financial organizations was 
frozen in 1997, because the budget for that year was 
adopted not before Jan. 1, 1997, when the fiscal year 
begins, but only in the summer of that year. 

Another cause for worry is the deliberately uncoop- 
erative mood of the lawmakers, who voted down a 
project on creating a fund of pre-export guarantees, 
sponsored by the World Bank. The parliament’s first 
deputy speaker, Adam Martynyuk of the communist 
faction, squarely told the visiting World Bank director 
for Ukraine and Belarus, Paul Siegelbaum, that nega- 
tive attitudes towards foreign loans prevail among the 
lawmakers. 

Siegelbaum said that the economic situation in 
Ukraine is now better than in neighboring Russia and 
Belarus. However, he noted that the World Bank presi- 
dent, James Wolfensohn, doubts whether it is worth 
wasting money and time on projects which the Ukrai- 
nian parliament does not approve anyway. 


overcome effects of crisis on Ukraine’s energy sector 
and complete the oil projects in Odesa. 

Holubchenko’s decision “does not only hurt 
Ukraine’s interests, but also hurts a number of construc- 
tion organizations and metallurgic plants.” 

But on Dec. 10 Holubchenko confirmed that con- 
struction of the terminalwill be completed. 

In his defense, he said that his previous statement 
had been taken out of context, and he was in fact merely 
raising the issue of whether other sources of revenue 
might be sought, such as foreign and domestic inves- 
tors. 

Holubchenko reiterated that he is in favor of a col- 
lective financing approach, commenting “Whoever we 
will attract to the project will also be looking for ways 
to sell on the oil and will also invest in our domestic 
refinery plants. 


Ukraine pins hopes on Caspian oil via Georgia 


(JF Monitor)—Visiting Georgia on Dec. 7-8, Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoytenko called for 
assigning priority to the Baku-Supsa (Georgia) pipe- 
line, rather than the Baku-Ceyhan (Turkey) route, for 
the export of Caspian oil. 

Pustovoytenko urged prompt action to form an in- 
ternational consortium which would create and oper- 
ate an oil transport system from Georgia across the 
Black Sea to Ukraine and further into Poland to the 
Baltic Sea. 

The route, by tanker from Supsa to Odesa and by 
pipeline from Odesa to Brody and Adamowa Zastawa 
and further to Gdansk, is the shortest route from the 
Caspian Sea to Central Europe and the Baltic Sea. 
Under this project, Ukraine would process part of the 
Caspian crude oil for its internal needs and would tran- 
sit another part to the promising Polish, German and 
Baltic markets. Anxious to reduce its dependence on 


Russian oil, Kyiv would like to begin importing up to 
15 million tons of Caspian oil annually by the year 2000. 

Until recently, Ukraine had supported the Baku- 
Ceyhan route with a possible branch-off to Samsun on 
Turkey’s Black Sea coast, whence a portion of the oil 
could have been tanked to Ukraine. Kyiv had described 
the trans-Ukraine pipeline project as complementary, 
not competitive, to the Baku-Ceyhan route. 

Ukraine’s apparent shift of emphasis reflects two 
recent changes in the Caspian oil picture: first, the 
Western companies’ growing hesitations about Baku- 
Ceyhan, and, second, the tentative revision downward 
of the earlier estimates of Azerbaijani oil reserves. 

That revision in turn undermines the thesis that there 
is “enough Caspian oil [both] to go around” and to en- 
able multiple pipelines to co-exist on commercially 
profitable terms. 


GUAM considers forming peacekeeping unit 


(JF Monitor)—Georgian Defense Minister Davit 
Tevzadze, visiting Romania, unveiled a proposal to cre- 
ate a joint peacekeeping contingent of the GUAM coun- 
tries — Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Moldova — 
for missions in the Caspian Sea-Black Sea area, Dec. 9. 

According to Tevzadze, experts of the four GUAM 
countries recently held consultations on this proposal. 


Trade with Poland assessed 


(Eastern Economist)—Trade turnover between Poland 
and Ukraine for 1992-1997 totaled US $1.6 billion, 
Polish Economy Minister Janusz Steinhoff declared 
Dec. 9. He said that after Russia’s August financial cri- 
sis the level of trade turnover decreased by 48 percent. 
Steinhoff spoke of achievements in overcoming trade 
obstacles between Poland and Ukraine in the import to 
Ukraine of Polish coal and the joint production of grain 
gathering combines and tractors of high capacity and 
quality. 


It envisages, in addition to peacekeeping operations, 
deployment along the planned oil export routes to Eu- 
rope in order to ensure the security of pipelines. 

Its proponents hope to form the GUAM force in co- 
operation with NATO and with the rapid-deployment 
force that NATO plans to station in the Balkans. Ro- 
mania, a Black Sea country interested in importing 
Caspian oil and abutting on two GUAM countries, is 
said to have welcomed the proposal on the conditions 
that NATO approves it and that the United States par- 
ticipates in the implementation. 

The idea also fits in with an earlier Turkish proposal 
to form a joint peacekeeping force of South Caucasus 
countries under the leadership of Turkey as a NATO 
member. 

Both proposals form part of an ongoing search for 
alternatives to Russian “peacekeeping” and conflict 
management — two self-arrogated tools that Moscow 
misuses in its own geopolitical interest in this region. 


Найкращі побажання з 
нагоди Різдвяних Свят та 
щасливого Нового Року! 


Peter Goldring 


Member of Parliament - Edmonton East 
495-3261 


May Christmas and the holiday season 
bring you joy and happiness 


DEBORAH GREY, М.Р. 
Edmonton North 


House of Commons 102 White Oaks Square 
Ottawa, Ontario 12222-137 Avenue 

K1A 0A6 dmonton, Alberta T5L 4X5 
Ph.: 1-613-996-9778 Ph.: 1-403-495-8484 


Fax: 1-613-996-0785 Fax: 1-403-495-8488 


May Christmas and the Holiday season 
bring you prosperity and happiness! 


З нагоди Різдвяних Свят ma Нового | 
Року бажаю Вам щастя та успіхів! з 


Wishing you 
a healthy and Happy 
New Year. 


eS eee 


RAHIM JAFFER Бажаю Вам 
Member of Parliament здорового та щасливого 


Edmonton Strathcona Р. 
Office: 495-8404 | Нового Року. 


Wishing you 
a Merry Christmas and 
a peaceful holiday season 
Христос Раждається! 


зба LEROY JOHNSON, M.L.A. 
iy WETASKIWIN-CAMROSE 


607 LEGISLATURE ANNEX 
9718-107 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA Т5К 1E4 
PH: 415-0977 FAX: 415-0951 
Camrose office: 672-0000 
Weatskiwin office: 352-0241 


Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 


І eydens 


FUNERAL HOME LTD 
| "Chapel of Remembrance" ко? 


(Owned and operated by LEYDEN'S Funeral Home Ltd.) 
304 - 18th Avenue S.W., Calgary — 228-4422 
Claresholm — 625-3212 
WHOLY CANADIAN OWNED & OPERATED 
Serving Calgary Area Since 1930 
СЕМ COPOKAH — Управитель і власник 


Христос Раждається! 
Веселих Свят Різдва Христового і 
Щасливого Нового Року своїй клієнтурі 
та всій українській громаді щиро бажає 


FVAN'S АЕНЕВВО 1 У 
811 MURRAY AVE., OLD KLD., WINN 
TEL: 334-4754 


autopac 


Thanks for the excellent service. The food was also excellent. 
I can't remember seen a bathroom that clean іп a restaurant. 
This restaurant is #1 definetely to be recommended. 
Keep up the good work. Thank you. Kim & Chris 


GREEK & UKRAINIAN FOOD 


NOONER PIZZA or $299 
BEEF BURGER or 
CAESAR SALAD or 


FAMILY RESTA 
daily lunch and dinner specials SPAGHETTI 


З Різдвом Христовим 
та Новим Роком 
бажаємо Вам щастя, 
й здоров'я з кожним 


сильним кроком! 


... from the Ukrainian bilingual program 
students and staff of 


St. Martin Catholic 
Elementary School 
11310 - 51 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T6H 0L7 
Tel.: 434-4848 


St. Matthew Catholic 
Elementary School 
8735 - 132 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T5E 9X7 
Tel.: 473-6575 


St. Kevin Catholic 
Junior High School 
10005 -84 St. 
Edmonton, AB T6A 3P8 
Tel.: 469-8301 


Austin O'Brien 
Catholic High School 
6110 - 95 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T6B 1A5 
Tel.: 466-3161 


Registration for 1999-2000 begins in January! 


UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS SMORG! 


JANUARY 6, 1999 4:00-8:00 PM 
TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN 
CHRISTMAS EVE SUPPER 
SVIATA VECTIERIA HOLY SUPPER) 
*Kutia (boiled wheat with poppy *Chicken Soup Royale "Маспупка (baked 
= ам о, нон сот meal) «Маіузпуку (Ukrainian crepes) 
Poach топ *Pyrogyes і; 3 - з 
with onions (meatless) -Holubtsi Banksy sein cessing (carved) “Baked 
(Cabbage Rolls, meatless) ham Spare ribs with sauerkraut 
*Meatballs with mushrooms 


*Beets with mushrooms 
«Каїспепі fasali (mashed - Studenetz (headcheese) 
*Mashed potatoes 


beans) «Mashed potatoes Ae 
“Vegetables -Gravy 


¢Peas -Mashroom gravy 
*Pickled herring *Fruit 5 
compote «-Pompushky *Pompushky with poppy 
seeds "Уи5ПКа (ears) 
«Honey cake -Fresh fruit 


with poppy seeds or 
prunes -Kolach VANAVAVAVAWLOLOLY 

Included In the above buffet із: -Fried 
chicken -B.B.Q. Ribs "ЕТС. 


Inciuded іп the above битої te: -Carved З 
hip ої beef -Fried chicken -B.B.Q. Ribs. 
Special Seniors Discount 
ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ! CHRIST IS BORN! 
PHONE FOR RESERVATIONS: 4 74-0456 


BEVERLY CREST 


if avclodge | 


JANUARY 7, 1999 11:30 AM-8:30 PM 
UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS 
DAY DINNER 


3414 - 118 AVE 
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Defiant leftist bloc may cut Ukraine adrift 


(Eastern Economist)—The Verkhovna Rada on Dec. 
15 failed to ratify several international agreements and 
draft laws. 

Deputies for the second time rejected the World 
Bank’s project for Pre-export Guarantees for the agri- 
cultural sector in Ukraine. The agreement was sched- 
uled to guarantee losses suffered by foreign investors 
within the agriculture sector, in a bid to increase inves- 
tor confidence in the potentially attractive agriculture 
market. 

The agreement was to be valid for five years, during 
which time the World Bank would direct US$120 mil- 
lion into the agricultural sector under the government’s 
direction. The maximum size of a single payment was 
$20 million, with a minimum of $100,000. 

According to the Rada’s Finance and Banking Com- 
mission, which supported the agreement’s ratification 
the first time, the Rada voted against draft law ratifica- 
tion because the majority of deputies remain opposed 
to credit agreements in general. 

Paul Siegelbaum, World Bank Director for Ukraine 
and Belarus, had earlier wamed First Deputy Speaker 
Adam Martyniuk in a meeting Dec. 5 that failure to 
tatify this draft law would be a serious blow to the 
bank’s activity in Ukraine. He again addressed this is- 
sue Dec. 7 by saying that he was especially “concerned 
about the recent failure of the Rada to ratify the WB’s 


)}—Ukraine’s Supreme Council on Dec. 
15 voted by 210 to 89 to approve the new constitu- 
tion of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea but fell 
16 votes short of the required majority of 226 votes, 
AP reported. 

Lawmakers from the pro-government Popular 
Democratic Party criticized Crimea’s basic law for 
containing “separatist provisions,” in particular those 
allowing Crimea to engage in economic activities 
abroad and the Crimean parliamentary speaker to sign 
international agreement and treaties. 


Ukrainian parliament 
rejects Crimean constitution 


Pre-export Guarantee for agriculture project,” which 
has been approved by the WB Board. 

If the Rada consistently fails to ratify WB projects, 
the WB, Siegelbaum cautioned, will have to consider 
removing these projects from Ukraine as they would 
come to represent a “waste of resources”. He said that 
in the last year, two WB projects have been rejected by, 
the Rada, the preparation of which cost the WB about 
$1 million. 

The Rada also failed to approve Dec. 15 an agree- 
ment between the Cabinet and the Dutch government 
on technical and financial cooperation, and an agree- 
ment concerning a grant from the World Ecology Foun- 
dation on ozone protection. The approval of these agree- 
ments was blocked by representatives of leftist factions, 
who did not take part in the vote as a protest against 
Rada rightist factions’ refusal to support Ukraine’s 
membership of the CIS Inter-Parliamentary Assembly. 

This move was anticipated by First Deputy Speaker 
Martyniuk, who told the visiting European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development delegation Dec. 11 
that in the foreseeable future, “the Communist faction 
will not support ratification of any international agree- 
ments.” 

Sixty four such agreements are currently awaiting 
the Rada’s ratification. 


The opposition Rukh, Hromada, and Green par- 
ties opposed the provision stipulating that taxes col- 
lected in Crimea are to be channeled only to the au- 
tonomous republic’s budget. 

They added that the document fails to ensure the 
official status of the Ukrainian language and to pro- 
vide for the rights of Crimean Tatars. 

The Supreme Council has set up a commission 
composed of Crimean Tatar and Kyiv legislators to 
examine the disputed provisions. 


Crimean speaker backs constitution 


(Eastern Economist)—Crimean Speaker Leonid 
Grach said that Crimean Constitution that was rejected 
by the Supreme Council Dec. 15 is the basis for the 
creation of a legal framework for the Crimean Repub- 
lic. 

Grach admitted that it had proved necessary to re- 
place the initial Crimean Constitution because after its 
adoption two-and-a-half years ago 131 of 136 articles 
were found to contradict the Constitution of Ukraine. 

Grach said that the new edition changed the concept 


of the Crimean Republic from that of sovereign state 
to the status of autonomous republic belonging to 
Ukraine and included in Ukraine. 

Grach added that he is willing to hold a referendum 
on adoption of the Crimean Constitution if the Rada 
will not adopt it. 

Grach said that Rukh and Popular Democratic Party 
representatives were blocking the new Constitution’s 
adoption because chaos in the Crimean Republic ben- 
efits them. 


Kuchma blasts energy minister 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
criticized Energy Minister Oleksiy Shebertsov and his 
ministry on Dec. 7 after a nuclear reactor was shut down 
for safety reasons, AP reported. 

Kuchma said he will hold energy sector leaders per- 
sonally responsible for continued problems. 

Reactor No. 2 at the Pivdeno-Ukrainska nuclear 
power station was automatically shut down by its safety 
system, said Nadezhda Shumak, a spokeswoman for 


Kuzmuk says 
Ukraine not yet ready 
for professional army 


(Eastern Economist)—The Armed Forces of Ukraine 
celebrated the 7th anniversary of their foundation, Dec. 
6. 

Defense Minister and Army General Oleksandr 
Kuzmuk said that all 1998 objectives as set down in 
the program for Armed Forces development till 2005 
have been completed. 

He stressed success in the field of international mili- 
tary cooperation and announced that this year Ukrai- 
nian soldiers had taken part in almost 100 initiatives 
within the Partnership for Peace Program. 

The minister attacked financing of the armed forces, 
claiming that the defense budget for 1998 was only 50 
percent of the minimum necessary to maintain the 
Armed Forces. 

He stressed that Ukraine is not ready yet to have a 
professional army because social, economic, and po- 
litical factors are not sufficiently developed. 


the state-run nuclear energy company Enerhoatom. She 
said no radiation was released. ; 

The station, which is located about 300 kilometres 
south of Kyiv, had been running only for two days af- 
ter undergoing nearly five months of repairs. 

Shumak said its shutdown is likely to cause brown- 
outs. 

Meanwhile in Sevastopol, the Ukrainian telephone 
company Ukrtelecom shut off telephone lines to 
Russia’s Black Sea fleet because of unpaid bills of some 
500,000 hryvnia (C$225,000). 


NATO to station liaison 


officers in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Foreign Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk and NATO Secretary-General Javier 
Solana said on Dec. 9 that two NATO liaison of- 
ficers will be stationed in Kyiv, an RFE/RL corre- 
spondent in Brussels reported. 

The announcement was made after a meeting of 
the Ukraine-NATO commission. 

Tarasyuk also said that Ukrainian President Le- 
onid Kuchma will attend the alliance’s summit in 
April. Tarasyuk said he hoped relations with NATO 
continue to develop. 

In Kyiv, Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksandr 
Kuzmuk and his Romanian counterpart, Victor 
Babiuc, said the two countries will sign a military 
cooperation treaty next year, AP reported. 

The agreement will include officer exchanges, 
the modernization of Romanian tanks and planes, 
and joint arms exports. Babiuc, who also met with 
Kuchma, was on a two-day visit to Ukraine. 


— 


(JF Monitor)}—The sixth congress of Ше Demo- 
cratic Party of Ukraine (DPU) ended in a virtual split, 
Dec. 1, with 182 out of some 400 delegates refusing 
to reelect Volodymyr Yavorivsky as the party’s leader, 
and no official documents approved. 

The “rebels,” representing regional organizations, 
supported Anna Antoneva — the DPU’s apparent 
leader designate, the party’s only representative in 
the parliament and leader of the DPU’s Kirovohrad 
Regional organization. 

The DPU’s long-time charismatic leader, 
Yavorivsky, was accused by many deputies of the 
party’s failure at the recent parliamentary elections. 
It appears that Yavorivsky went back on a prior in- 
formal agreement with Antoneva’s supporters to step 
down as the party’s leader and take the symbolic post 
of “honorary chairman.” 

Yavorivsky scheduled the next DPU’s congress for 
May, which should determine the party’s priorities 
for the October 1999 presidential elections. The “se- 
cessionists” scheduled their congress for February. 


Democratic Party on verge of split 


At the same time, both Yavorivsky nor Antoneva 
denied that the party actually split. 

Yavorivsky apparently intends to support Leonid 
Kuchma in the upcoming elections, at the same time 
advocating the idea of the party’s merger with other 
centre-right parties, including Rukh and the People’s 
Democrats. 

Despite the unofficial support from President 
Kuchma and an intensive advertisement campaign 
on television, the DPU in a bloc with the Party of 
Economic Revival failed to pass the four percent 
barrier at the elections of March 29, scraping together 
under 1.3 percent of the popular vote. 

The current rift within the DPU actually reflects 
an attempt of big business to take control over this 
weakened party. 

On her election to parliament from a single-con- 
Stituency district, Antoneva formally quit as the presi- 
dent of Artemida, a Kirovohrad-based concem, a lu- 
crative and expanding business which produces up 
to one-quarter of Ukrainian alcohol. 
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Kuchma vetoes minimum 
wage increase 


(JF Monitor)—President Leonid Kuchma has vetoed the law passed on 
Nov. 19 by the parliament, which would increase the minimum monthly 
wage from 55 to 148 hryvnias and the poverty-line monthly income from 
74 to 119 hryvnias (C$24 to C$52). Both changes would have taken ef- 
fect retroactively as of Oct. 1. In his veto message to parliament, Kuchma 
pointed out that implementation of this law would confront the country 
with the following set of options: (1) printing money in amounts which 
would result in a 250 percent to 300 percent annual rate of inflation next 
year, (2) raising taxes on the private sector to unacceptable levels and (3) 
mass layoffs in the public sector in order to save the funds needed to 
comply with the parliament’s law. Kuchma’s veto shows a readiness to 
assume some political risks as the presidential election campaign ap- 
proaches. 


Ukraine, China sign trade deals 


(RFE/RL)—During Ukrainian Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk’s visit to 
Beijing the previous week, Ukraine and China signed two trade agree- 
ments and discussed cooperation in farming and other areas, AP reported 
on Dec. 12. Ukraine’s trade with China in 1997 totaled $1.25 billion but 
has dropped by 30 percent this year. Tarasyuk said growing Chinese trade 
barriers to Ukrainian imports are to blame for this decrease. Tarasyuk con- 
firmed Kyiv’s commitment to the “one China” policy, which recognizes 


(RFE/RL)—Leonid Kuchma 
signed a draft law on a US$200 mil- 
lion World Bank loan to upgrade 
Kyiv’s heating system, AP reported 
on Dec. 9. 

The deal must be ratified by the 
parliament and is still subject to the 
International Monetary Fund’s ap- 
proving the government’s reform 
program. 

The money would be used to 
modernize the city’s power plants. 

Kuchma also issued a decree set- 
ting up a special economic zone in 
Transcarpathia, the western part of 
the country that was hit badly by 
floods last month. 

The decree grants tax breaks and 
provides incentives for investment 
in the region. 


New Rada factions 
may appear 


after ruling 


(Eastern Economist)}—The Con- 
stitutional Court ruled that a 
Verkhovna Rada resolution restrict- 
ing the creation of factions in par- 
liament to those parties which 
passed through the 4 percent elec- 
tion threshold was unconstitutional. 

A member of the Reforms-Cen- 
tre deputy faction Ihor Ostash said 
Dec. 9 that this decision might help 
re-organize the factions in the Rada. 

He said the first step in this re- 
form could be the creation of a Re- 
form and Order faction. Reform and 
Order was short of the four percent 
threshold in the March parliamen- 
tary elections. 

He said factions from other par- 
ties may arise as well after this de- 
cision. 


Belarus, Ukraine 


sign accord 


(RFE/RL)—Belarusian President 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka and Ukrai- 
nian President Leonid Kuchma, 
meeting in Minsk on Dec. 11, signed 
a 10-year economic cooperation 
treaty and discussed ways to reduce 
the impact of the Russian financial 
crisis on both countries, Belarusian 
Television reported. 

“Whether we like it or not, rela- 
tions between Belarus and Ukraine 
are directly dependent on stability 
in the Russian Federation,” 
Lukashenka commented after the 
talks. 
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Львівська Богословська Академія 
здобула міжнародну акредитацію 


28 листопада у Львівській Богословській Акаде- 
мії відбулись урочистості з нагоди надання цьому 
вищому навчальному закладу міжнародної акре- 
дитації. Акредитацією світових богословських 
закладів займається Конгрегація Католицької 
Освіти, що знаходиться в Римі. Отримати ii 
можуть лише богословські установи з належним 


науковим та навчально-методичним рівнем, - 


відповідним викладацьким складом, бібліотекою, 
тощо. Відтепер диплом Академії даватиме ii 
випускникам право поступлення до аспірантури 
богословських закладів будь-якої країни. 

На урочистості з нагоди акредитації прибув 
офіційний представник Конгрегації Східних 
Церков Римського Апостольського Престолу мон- 
сеньйор Клаудіо Гуджаротті, який представив 
документ про акредитацію, де, зокрема, зазнача- 
ється: «...Конгрегація Католицької Освіти цим 
документом затверджує функціонування першого 
циклу богослов'я, який містить право надавати 
ступінь Бакалавра богослов'я. me затвердження 
дійсне протягом п'яти років...» (Конгрегація 
Католицької Освіти, Протокол Ne 422/96, 1998 
р.) Зі вступним словом виступив о. д-р Михайло 
Димид. Голова Львівської обласної державної 
адміністрації п. Михайло Гладій зачитав при- 
вітання Президента України Леоніда Кучми. Від 
імені державного комітету України у справах 
релігій усіх присутніх привітав п. Віктор Бод- 
наренко. Виступили ректор uae універ- 
ситету ім. Ївана Франка проф. Їван Вакарчук, 
владика Софрон Мудрий, митрополит Галицький 
УПЦ архиєпископ Андрій, о. д-р Андрій 
Онуферко та інші. Окрім того, були присутні: 
владика Михайло Гринчишин, владика Юліан 
Вороновський, отець-протоїгумен Теодозій Янків, 
о. д-р Едвард Юнг, о. д-р Богдан Прах, а 
також представники світської влади різних рівнів 
та громадських організацій, ректори вищих 
учбових закладів. Хор семінаристів Львівської 
Архиєпархіальної Семінарії Св. Духа провадив 
зібрання співаною молитвою. 

«Ми сподіваємося, що, здобувши таку акреди- 
тацію, а до цього були трирічні випробування 


Монсеньйор Клаудіо Гуджаротті., ректор Ака- 
демії о. д-р Михайло Димид та віце-ректор о. 
д-р Борис Гудзяк під час урочистостей з нагоди 
акредитації. 

римських міністерств, що оцінювали навчальну 
програму і рівень викладачів Богословської 
Академії, українська держава, нарешті, не тільки 
визнає богослов'я як наукову дисципліну, а й 
витворить певні критерії щодо їх подальшої 
внутрішньої акредитації», — говорить вще-ректор 
Львівської Богословської Академії о. д-р Борис 
Гудзяк. 

Від Берестейської Унії до кінця другого тися- 
чоліття українські богословські заклади не змогли 
здобути такого визнання. Цьогорічні випускники 
Львівської Богословської Академії будуть перши- 
ми в історії українського християнства, які мати- 
муть міжнародно визнаний богословський диплом. 


Ієрейські свячення віце-ректора 
Львівської Богословської Академії 


26 листопада ц.р. в Соборі Святу Тайну 


Святого Юра під час Архиєрей- 
ської Святої Літургії відбулося 
ієрейське рукоположення віце- 
ректора Львівської Богослов- 
ської Академії Бориса Гудяка. 


З Різдвом Христовим 
святом великої радости та надії, щиро вітає голову Помісної Української 
Католицької Церкви, Блаженішого Патріярха Мирослава Івана, 
Високопреосвященного Митрополита Михаїла, Преосвященного Владику 
Лаврентія, усе Духовенство, Чернецтво, Мирян, Проводи і Членство Українських 
Громадських, Організацій та Інституцій та ввесь Український Нарід у світі. 


З нами Бог! 


Христос Народився -- Славімо Його! 
Веселих Свят і щасливого Нового Року 


складає 


ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНЦІВ 


КАТОЛИКІВ 
Едмонтонської Кпархії 
з ll складовими організаціями 


Люба Ковальчик, голова Централі 
Юліян Нагнибіда, голова Братства УКК 
Марія Пастушенко, голова ЛУКЖК 
Оксана Атвуд, голова УКЮК 
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«Владика Соф- 


Священства 
уділив Єпи- 
скоп-Орди- 
нарій Ївано- 
Франківський 


рон Мудрий. 

Отець Борис 
Гудзяк наро- 
дився у Сира- 
кузах (США) в 
україномовній 
родині, закін- 
чив Сиракузь- 
кий універси- 
тет 3 подвій- 
ним дипломом 
філософа та 
біолога. Зго- 
дом поступив 
до Колегії Св. 
Софії у Римі, 
де перебував 
під батьківсь- 
кою опікою 
Патріарха Йо- 
сифа Сліпого. 
Борис Гудзяк 
став тим його 
учнем, який 
перейнявся мрією Патріарха про 
відновлення в Україні, зокрема, 
у Львові, Богословської Ака- 
демії, закладеної Митрополитом 
Андреєм Шептицьким. 

В 1992 році отець-диякон 
захищає докторську дисертацію 
в Гарвардському Університеті: 
«Криза і реформа: Київська 
митрополія, Царгородський 
патріархат і генеза Берес- 
тейської унії» і цього ж року 
переїжджає на постійне про- 
живання до Львова. У вересні 
1992 року о. д-р Борис Гудзяк 
створює Інститут Історії Церкви, 
що став першим кроком до 


Під час ієрейських свячень Бориса Гудяка. 


відновлення Львівської Бого- 
словської Академії. У 1995 році 
стає віце-ректором Академії. 

«До священства я готуюсь вже 
двадцять років, - говорить отець. 
- Я ніколи не сумнівався, що 
прийде час на ієрейські свя- 
чення, але мене завжди непо- 
коїло питання для кого, і хто 
мене кличе до тих свячень. 
Спілкування зі студентами i 
викладачами Богословської Ака- 
демії, дружба з ними, знайомство 
з їхніми духовними потребами 
стало приводом до цього оста- 
точного рішення». 
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Mediators try 


new approach 


to Transdnister conflict 


(JF Monitor)—As a lower-level substitute for the 
planned summit aborted by Moscow, deputy foreign 
ministers of Russia, Ukraine and Moldova and the head 
of the OSCE’s mission in Moldova conferred on No- 
vember 30 in Kyiv. 

Transdnister was invited but declined to attend. The 
officials considered a possible rescheduling of the sum- 
mit and two Ukrainian-drafted agreements which lay 
down new principles for settling the Transdnister con- 
flict. 

The first document stipulates a “comprehensive and 
phased” political settlement, reserving tile definition 
of Transdnister’s political status for the last phase of 
the negotiations. “Deferring” the issue of Transdnister’s 
status, the sides would initially focus on security and 
confidence-building measures and oil restoring eco- 
nomic ties. That phase would be followed by negotia- 
tions between Chisinau and Tiraspol to codify 
Transdnister’s political status as a hilly autonomous part 
of Moldova. 

The other document deals with international guar- 
antees of the observance of the political settlement. The 
guarantees would apparently include both political and 
military elements. 

The concept of “deferred status” has a precedent in 


EBRD may 
support 
completion of 
two reactors 


(RFE/RL)—Horst Koehler, head of the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment, said in Kyiv on Dec. 11 that the 
EBRD might provide financing to complete 
the construction of two nuclear reactors at the 
nuclear power plants in Khmelnytskyy and 
Rivne, dpa and AP reported. 

Ukraine wants to complete the reactors to 
compensate for the planned closure of the 
Срогпобу! plant in 2000. 

Opponents of the reactors in Khmelnytskyy 
and Rivne say technology at those facilities 
is outdated and unprofitable. 

Koehler said in Kyiv that completing the 
reactors is the cheapest solution to the 
Chornobyl problem, but he warned that the 
EBRD will disburse the loan only if Ukraine 
proves the reactors can make enough profit 
to repay the loan. 


Left forms 
presidential coalition 


(Eastern Economist)—Representatives of 
the six leftist parties including the Socialistic 
Party, Social Democratic Party of Ukraine, 
Hromada, Communists, and Labour Party 
announced the creation of a political coali- 
tion aimed to support a single candidate for 
presidential elections, namely ex-Speaker 
Oleksandr Moroz. 

According to SDPU head Yuriy Buzdugan, 
who is likely to be approved head of the as- 
sociation, the race will be between President 
Kuchma and Moroz. 

This unification of leftist forces around a 
single presidential candidate came after simi- 
lar moves by several centre-right parties. 


Opposition newspaper 


shut down 


(RFE/RL)—Oleh Lyashko, the editor in 
chief of the daily “Politika,” said he has been 
informed that a Kyiv court has revoked the 
newspaper’s registration, forcing it to shut 
down, AP reported Dec. 10. 

Lyashko said no representatives of the 
newspaper has been asked to appear in court. 

He charged that the decision was made be- 
cause “Politika” recently published a series 
of articles on alleged corruption within 
Kuchma’s office. Lyashko, however, said “in 
this case I don’t see the hand of the president. 
I think it’s an action by people who wish to 
arrange for Kuchma to look as if he’s stran- 
gling the press.” 


both the 1996 Russian-Chechen agreement and the 
1998 international agreement on Kosovo. It represents, 
in effect, a negotiating strategy premised on a hope that 
the path from conflict to settlement leads through an 
intermediate stage of functional cooperation among the 
parties. 

This strategy should stand greater chances of suc- 
cess in Moldova for four reasons. First, the military 
conflict here was far less destructive. Second, a 
ceasefire has been in effect for the last six years. Third, 
no mass displacement of population took place. And, 
fourth, no ethnic or religious passions are involved. 

Yet despite these favorable premises for a resolution, 
Moscow and Tiraspol have thus far successfully fro- 
zen the conflict in order to provide a basing area and a 
rationale for the Russian military presence. Ukraine is 
demonstrating the political will to change that situa- 
tion. The OSCE thus far has mostly played second 
fiddle to Russian diplomacy, except for eloquent an- 
nual resolutions without practical consequences. 

A special and even more emphatic resolution is ex- 
pected to be issued at the OSCE’s upcoming year-end 
meeting. Unless the OSCE plays its cards more effec- 
tively, the “deferred status” may turn into another recipe 
for prolonging the stalemate. 
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CALL Jurij Klufas at: 1-(416) 410-1155 


Fax your community announcements to Kontakt (416) 762-4880 


WASYL ODYNSKY 
DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


In September 1997 the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration of 
Canada served Wasyl Odynsky with documents seeking to deport 
him for allegedly making false representations about his wartime 
activities in his application for Canadian citizenship. 


Wasyl Odynsky has not been charged with war crimes. 


Despite the lack of evidence of war criminality against Wasyl 
Odynsky the government of Canada is continuing with deportation 
proceedings against him. Mr. Odynskys trial begins in November 
1998 and it is estimated that his legal fees will exceed $250,000. 
Like Ivan Demjanjuk before him, even if Mr. Odynsky is successful, 
this trial will have cost him his life savings. 


The financial strain is more than he and his family can bear and his 
defense must not falter for lack of funds. Please give generously to 
the Wasyl Odynsky Defense Trust Fund. 


Donations in Support of this Trust Fund 
may be sent to 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 
905-890-8110 


to the Network! 


В Києві створено Музей Укр 


(Українська Інформаційна 
Служба «Смолоскип»)--У Києві 
створено перший в Україні Му- 
зей Українського Самвидаву, при 
якому буде діяти Архів і Біблі- 
отека документів і самвидавних 
публікацій. 

Створення такого Музею вже 
давно назріло і було невідклич- 
ною потребою сьогоднішнього 
дня в Україні. 

Питання Музею зактивізува-- 
лося напередодні П'ятої річниці 
Незалежності України, з нагоди 
якої видавництво «Смолоскип» 
влаштувало виставку українсь- 
кого самвидаву в Музеї книги і 
книгодрукування у Києво- 
Печерській Лаврі, у відкритті 
якої участь взяли представники 
Президента України і Міської 
Ради м. Києва. 

Вкоротці у столиці України 
буде відкритий музей Голокосту, 
а також музей російського поета 
О. Пушкіна для якого Міська 
"Рада м. Києва передала окремий 
будинок. Але до сьогодні в 
незалежній українській державі 
немає ані музею голодомору 
1932-33 років, ані музею 
боротьби ОУН-УПА, ані музею 
Шестидесятників. 

Їдея створення спільно з 
Всеукраїнським "Товариством 
Політв'язнів і Репресованих 
Українського Національного 


Центру і Музею Українського 
Самвидаву на Подолі натрапила 
на такі безчисленні труднощі і 
проблеми, які, нажаль, не вда- 
лося подолати. Первісна ідея 
Центру і Музею, на що численні 
українці Західної діаспори зло- 
жили пожертви, залишилася 
незмінною, але до-велося шукати 
для цієї цілі інше місце і інше 
приміщення, що вдалося завер- 
шити у серпні 1998 року. 

Міжнародному Благодійному 
Фондові (МБф) і Видавництву 
«Смолоскип» при допомозі лю- 
дей доброї волі, вдалося прид- 
бати новий, окремий, цегляний, 
двоповерховий будинок, з заго-- 
родою і участком землі у 300 
кв. м. неподалік Московської 
площі і Національної бібліотеки 
ім. Вернадського. 

9 жовтня, на річній нараді 
Ради Директорів «Смолоскипа», 
принято рішення про створення 
у новопридбаному будинку, 
Музею Українського Самвидаву 
і Українського Молодіжного 
Центру. Засновником Музею 
став МБФ «Смолоскип». Схва- 
лено склад дирекції Музею, до 
якої увійшли молоді історики, 
дослідники і політологи - Олег 
Проценко (Київ), Тарас Батенко 
(Львів) і Роксана Харчук, літе- 
ратурознавець, викладач універ- 
ситету «Києво- Могилянська 
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Учасники наради у справі створення Музею Українського Самвидаву у новопридбаному будинку 


Ukrainian Мемз/Українські Вісті Dec. 16-29, 16-29 грудня, 1998 


аїнського Самвидаву 


у Києві. Стоять з права: Олег Проценко (директор Музею), Левко Лук'яненко, Олесь Зарецький 
(син Алли Горської) і його дружина, Осип Зінкевич (голова Музею), Віра Лісова, Михайлина 
Коцюбинська, Вахтанг Кіпіяні (Меморіял ім. В. Стуса), Віра Ткаченко, Юрій Бадзьо, Євген 
Сверстюк, Божена Равчук, Роксана Харчук (заступник голови Музею), Василь Гурдзан (журнал 
«Зона»), Євген Кузьменко, Василь Овсієнко, Галина Возьна-Кушнір. Відсутні на фото учасниці 


наради Леоніда Світлична і Галина Севрук. 


Академія». Головою Музею 


матеріяли. Директор Музею 


Лук'яненко, Юрій Бадзьо, Євген 
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Благословенних Свят Різдва Христового і 
Доброго Нового Року Всечесним і Преподобним 
Отцям, Преподобним Сестрам, кревним і 

приятелям бажають x 
д-р Мирослав і Їрина Варениці з родиною 


és З радісним Святом Христового Різдва ma 
"В Новим Роком, поздоровляємо приятелів, знайомих 
: та ціле українське суспільство ma бажаємо 
всім щастя, кріпкого здоров'я та успіхів 
Родина Коломийчуків 


З радісним Днем Різдва Христового зі щирого 
серця вітаємо родину, приятелів, знайомих, 


а ел py при QZ 
працівників крамниці «Зоріяна» та бажаємо . 
Bam усім радісних свят ma кріпкого здоров'й We pL 


А 


й успіхів в Новим 1999 Році. 
Христос Раждається! 
Анна Радіо з синами Андрійом і Лукою 


З Різдвом Христовим і Новим Роком вітаю 
рідних, знайомих і всіх працівників на 
національному і релігійному полі та бажаю 
міцного здоров'я, сили, бадзьорости і радості. 
Щоб наші серця наповнилися Христовою 
любов'ю, правдою і добрими ділами. 

Д-р Микола Суховерський 


Найщиріші побажання, веселих Свят Різдва 
Христового i щасливого Нового Року засилаю 
своїм приятелям, рідним і всьому українському 
народові. Щиро вітаю редакцію «Українських 
Вістей» і її читачів. 


Люба Федущак 


Христос Раждається! Щасливого і здорового 
Різдва Христовго, багато успіхів і радості у 
Новому 1999 році бажають 

родині, приятелям та знайомим, 

Оля та Їван Цибульські 


З Різдвом Христовим та Новим Роком вітаємо 
родину, приятелів та знайомих. Усім передаємо CAVE 
щирі побажання щастя, здоров'я та успіхів. Sy pan 
Xpucmoc Раждається! Славім Його! 

Ірена та Андрій Гладкі 


Запрошуємо до ставлення особистих побажань з 
нагоди Різдвяних Свят та Нового Року в наступному 
числі «Українських Вістей» - 30 грудня ц.р. Побажання 
приймаємо до 28 грудня. Ціна в цій рубриці 20 дол. 


обрано О. Зінкевича. 

2 листопада у новопридбаному 
будинку відбулася нарада дирек- 
ції Музею з колишніми політ- 
в'язнями і дисидентами. У нараді 
взяли участь Євген Сверстюк, 
Юрій Бадзьо, Левко Лук'яненко, 
Леоніда Світлична (дружина 
Івана Світличного), Михайлина 
Коцюбинська, син Алли Горсь- 
кої Олесь Зарецький з дружи- 
ною, Василь Овсієнко та інші. 

Ведучий нарадою, голова 
Музею Осип Зінкевич пред- 
ставив присутнім генезу CTBO— 
рення Музею i ті всі проблеми, 
які навколо нього виринули, не 
відомо і3-за чого. Він наголосив, 
що Україна велика держава і в 
ній є місце на окремі музеї - 
Шестидесятників, Голодомору, 
боротьби ОУН-УПА, Голокосту 
і на багато інших, але нажаль 
їх немає. Придбано будинок, хоч 
не величиною Музею історії 
Києва, але він є і є місце, щоб 
розпочати перші роботи, збирати 
і упорядковувати документи i 


Олег Проценко (головний ре- 
дактор журналу «Молода На- 
ція») представив присутнім кон- 
цепцію праці і діяльності Музею 
- створення Науково-Консуль- 
тативної Ради при Музеї, до якої 
входитимуть колишні політв'язні 
i дисиденти, зібрання документів 
і книг самвидаву в різних мовах, 
створення при Музеї архіву і 
бібліотеки, мож-ливість поїздки 
з експонатами Музею по регі- 
онах України, підготовка енцик-- 
лопедичного довідника про ко- 
лишніх політв'язнів, організу- 
вання вечорів і виступів про 
боротьбу колишніх політв'язнів 
за незалежність України, ство- 
рення комп'ютерного банку 
даних, видавання бюлетеня про 
надходження до Музею і його 
діяльність, підготовку статуту і 
реєстрацію Музею, як громад- 
ської установи. 

В обговоренні цих і багатьох 
інших питань брали активну 
участь всі присутні, зокрема 
Михайлина Коцюбинська, Левко 


Сверстюк, Олесь Зарецький, 
художниця Галина Севрук. 

На закінчення зустрічі, яка 
тривала кілька годин, присутні 
оглянули новопридбаний буди- 
нок, залю для музею, обговори- 
ли питання розміщення у ньому 
експонатів і практичну працю. 

Перший подарунок музеєві за- 
репрезентував син Алли Горсь- 
кої Олесь Зарецький, подарував- 
ши книжку про Аллу Горську 
з написом «Музеєві українського 
самвидаву з побажаннями успіхів 
- Олесь Зарецький, 2 листопада 
1998». 

Брати активну участь у Нау- 
ково-Консультативній Раді Му- 
зею вже виявили бажання кіль- 
канадцять колишніх політв'язнів 
і репресованих. До Ради Музею 
уже увійшли закордонні діячі 
— д-р Микола Мушинка (Сло- 
ваччина), д-р Анна Галя Горбач 
(Німеччина), д-р Анатолій 
Лисий (США), д-р Марія 
Фішер-Слиш (Канада). 


Український Молодіжний Центр 


До Ради Директорів Міжнародного Благодійного 
Фонду і Видавництва «Смолоскип» входить 
п'ятнадцять осіб. Десятьом з них менше 30 
років життя. Чотири члени Ради є громадянами 
Америки й Канади, а всі інші - громадяни 
"України. Головою Ради Директорів є колишній 
лідер студентського голодування у 1990 році 
Олесь Доній. 

На річній нараді Ради Директорів, яка відбулася 
у Києві 9 жовтня 1998 р., докладно обговорено 
питання і проблеми, які виникли навколо будинку 
на Подолі, який мав стати Українським На- 
ціональним Центром і в якому мали розміститися 
Музей Українського Самвидаву з архівом 1 
бібліотекою, українська книгарня, український 
молодіжний центр, видавництво «Смолоскип». 
Молоді члени Ради Директорів, які вже перебрали 
на себе повну відповідальність за плянування 
праці творчої молоді, виступи по регіонах України, 
видавничі справи «Смолоскипа», виразно і 
недвозначно заявилися за конкретизацію питань 
і завдань. Первісний проєкт назви «Український 
Національний Центр» є загальниковий без чіткого 
визначення свого призначення, тому вирішено, 
щоб новопридбаний будинок став Українським 
Молодіжним Центром, якого сьогодні в Україні 
немає. Такий молодіжний центр у новому 
приміщенні стане місцем зустрічей, нарад, 
конкретного плянування творчої молоді. На нараді 


Олесь Доній висунув зовсім нову і оригінальну 
тезу, у формі конкретного питання «Чи проіснує 
Україна до 2009 року», про що написав книжку. 
Олег Проценко представив концепцію праці і 
діяльності Музею Українського Самвидаву, 
Роксана Харчук зробила наголос на літературні 
конкурси «Смолоскипа, які набувають все більшої 
популярності, а Андрій Кокотюха, автор сценарію 
багатометражного фільму «Тупик» і теперішній 
працівник кіностудії ім. О. Довженка висунув 
ідею усучаснення теперішньої кінопродукції 
України. Їван Андрусяк, відповідальний за 
молодіжні проєкти, поділився враженнями про 
дві надзвичайно успішні молодіжні конференції 
у Луганську і Донецьку та про можливості 
поширення молодіжних поїздок по інших регіонах 
сходу України. 

Перед Українським Молодіжним Центром 
відкриваються нові перспективи. Є приміщення, 
яке придбано за пожертви української Західної 
діаспори, є місце, де можна працювати і творити, 
є творча молодь, яка своєю діяльністю вже 
заявила про себе. 

Рада Директорів переобрала О. Зінкевича го- 
ловою Міжнародного Благодійного Фонду і ди- 
ректором видавництва «Смолоскип» і приняла у 
свої члени нових осіб - O. Проценка, Ї. Андурсяка 
і А. Мороза з України, Всеволода Соколика з 
Канади i Олексія Шевченка з Америки. 


Projects in Ukraine. 


nian Artists.” 


keeps telling me to grow up.” 


Donations from Pauline and the late 
Peter Kindrachuk reach $100,000 


(CIUS)—The Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) re- 
cently received two donations in the 
amount of $65,000 from Pauline 
Kindrachuk and her late husband, 
Peter, bringing their total gift to 
CIUS to $100,000. Peter 
Kindrachuk died on February 28, 
1998, in Vernon, B. C. Besides his 
wife, he is survived by his sons Eu- 
gene and Zenon, daughter Sonya, 
and three grandchildren. 

Both Pauline Kindrachuk and the 
late Peter Kindrachuk have a long 
record of Ukrainian community 
work in Canada. They have also 
donated generously to many reli- 
gious, educational, community and 
other causes associated with 
Ukraine and Ukrainians in Canada. 

Together with the late John 
Kolasky and William and Justine 
Fedeyko, Peter and Pauline 
Kindrachuk co-founded the Ukraine 
Exchange Fellowship Endowment 
Fund at CIUS in 1990, which was 
renamed the John Kolasky Memo- 
tial Endowment Fund in early 1998. 
The most recent donations from 
Pauline and her late husband are 
earmarked for this fund, income 
from which finances fellowships for 
scholars and professionals from 
Ukraine to study and conduct re- 
search in Canada. 

Peter Kindrachuk was born in 
Whitkow, Sask., in 1912, where his 
parents homesteaded after immi- 
grating to Canada from Horodenka 
in western Ukraine. He first went 
to school in Whitkow and later re- 
sided at the Petro Mohyla Institute 
in Saskatoon while attending high 
school. During World War II, he 
served overseas in the Royal Cana- 
dian Air Force. 

After returning to Canada, Peter 
Kindrachuk spent seven years in 


The Event is called “A Ukrainian Montage” and 
will be held at 7 p.m., Saturday, February 6, 1999, at 
the Jubilee Auditorium in Edmonton. 

Event organizer Peter Grabowski explains: “A 
Montage is a collection of small pictures, depicting 
various scenes, which make up a large picture, in this 
case the concert is a showcase of Alberta’s Ukrai- 


The theme of this years annual concert will be 
“Kids Helping Kids,” with both young and old par- 
ticipating in the event. Grabowski, was quick to add, 
“that you’re never too old to be a kid,” and 


“Kids H elping Kids”’ 


A Ukrainian Montage - Charity Benefit Concert 


Members of Alberta’s Ukrainian Arts organizations 
including Dance Clubs, Choirs, Soloists, and Bands, 
have come together to help promote a special Char- 
ity Benefit Concert to aid Orphanages and Relief 


heart. 


“my wife 


To help promote the Concert, Luba Goy, star of 
C.B.C.’s Royal Canadian Air Farce, has agreed to be 
a “Special Guest Performer.” the plight of homeless 
children everywhere remains very close to Luba’s 


Alberta’s premier senior dance ensembles includ- 
ing Shumka, Vohon, Volya and Cheremosh, along 
with junior ensembles, Kupalo and Dansation, will 
be featured. Choirs performing will include, Dnipro 
and the SUMK Ukrainian Youth Choir. In addition, 
soloists will include Edmonton’s Luba Bilash and 
Calgary’s Thor Bohdan. 

Support for the project has not just come from the 
Ukrainian Community, but also the Corporate Sec- 
tor, companies, such as the Edmonton Journal, are 
quickly becoming involved, and supporting the 
project. Tickets: $25, $20 and $15 (plus agency fee). 
Available at all ticket Master Outlets. 


Pauline and the late Peter Kindrachuk 


Myrnam, Alta., where he first 
worked as a postmaster and then 
purchased an Imperial Oil franchise 
for the area. It was in Myrnam that 
he met and married Pauline 
Metrunec in 1949. 

The Kindrachuks were actively 
involved in Ukrainian Orthodox or- 
ganizations in Myrnam. Pauline be- 
longed to the Ukrainian Women’s 
Association of Canada and taught 
Ukrainian coursed for children on 
Saturdays. Peter served as head of 
the parish executive and as choir di- 
rector, which allowed him to share 
with others his lifelong love of mu- 
sic. 

In 1956, the Kindrachuks and their 
growing family moved to Vernon, 
where they purchased and operated 
a motel and afterwards an orchard 
near the city. They remained active 


. СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 

2, UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11666 - 95 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1L8 

Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


Всім членам, жертводавцям, добровольцям, 
прихильникам, та всій українській громаді 
РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО 


I ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ! 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS WISHES, 
HAPPINESS AND ALL SUCCESS 
to members, benefactors, volunteers 


and all supporters 


AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
from the Board of Directors and Staff З 


in Ukrainian community life there. 
Mrs. Kindrachuk carried on with her 
work in the women’s organization 
and as a Ukrainian school instruc- 
tor. Mr. Kindrachuk became choir- 
master, held positions in the Cana- 
dian Ukrainian Youth Association, 
taught Ukrainian Saturday school 
courses, and served on the execu- 
tive of the Order of St. Andrew. 

He also was involved in the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress, the Ukrai- 
nian Museum of Canada in Saska- 
toon, the Ukrainian Self-Reliance 
League, the Petro Mohyla Institute, 
and St. Andrew’s College in 
Winnipeg. 

Among the many organizations 
and institutions the Kindrachuks 
have supported financially are 
CIUS, the Canadian Foundation for 
Ukrainian Studies, the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko, the Ukrainian Free 
University in Munich, St. Andrew’s 
College, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Research and Documentation Cen- 
tre in Toronto, and the Ukrainian 
World congress. They also contrib- 
uted toward the purchase of the 
building that houses Ukraine’s Em- 
bassy in Canada. 

Through their generosity, Pauline 
and the late Peter Kindrachuk have 
contributed to purchasing many of 
the bricks that make up the edifice 
of Ukrainian community life in 
Canada, and have supported the re- 
building of Ukraine as well. The in- 
come from their donations to CIUS 
will continue to fund the work of 
Ukraine’s scholars and profession- 
als for many years to come. 
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Cascade Travel Ltd. 


3819 Sunset St. Burnaby, B.C., Canada V5G ІТ4 
Tel.: (604) 430-5454; Fax: (604) 430-2244 
Email: cascade@surelux.com 
Web Page: www.surelux.com/cascade 


To all our clients and members 
of the Ukrainian community, 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
From all of us at 
CASCADE TRAVEL LTD. 


CANADIAN UKRAINIAN SHOWCASE 
presents 
A Ukrainian Montage 


"Kids Feelping Hida" 
Charity Benefit Concert 


in support of Ukrainian Orphanage & Social Services 
Saturday, February 6, 1999 

7:00 pm Northen Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
Lickets 525, $20 and $15 plus agency fee 

Available at all Ticketmaster Outlets 451-8000 


Featuring Zamily 
Entertainment by: 


Cheremosh Ukrainian Dancers 
Dansation 

Haydamaky 

Heruvymy 

Luba Bilash 

Luba Goy 

Migrena 

Ron Boychuk 

Roman Miroutenko 

Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 
Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 


“LURE GOY Be 


For more information please contact Peter Grabowski 457-2201 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 


Віншуємо Вас Святим Різдвом 
та Новим Роком, 
щастям здоров'ям та добром! 


жжж 


Wishing you good fortune, 
health and joy 
in this festive season! 


Від директора ma 
співробітників 
Канадського 
інституту 
українських 

студій 


From the Director 
and Staff at the 
Canadian 
Institute of 
Ukrainian 

Studies 


KIYC 
СІЦ5 
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Веселих Різдвяних Свят та Щасливого Нового Року! 


Yewchin's Funeral Chapel Ltd. 


Serving All Faiths in St. Paul & Area 
¢ Pre-arranged Funeral Plans " Cremation Available 
» Florals « Monuments * Grave Covers 


4201 - 50 Ave 
Box 425 645-5177 st. paul, AB 
St.Paul 4-888-645-5109 TOA 3A0 


24 Hours Service — John & Caroline Yewchin 


З радісним днем Христового Різдва бажаємо 
всім нашим клієнтам, працівникам та цілому 
"українському суспільству веселих Свят 

а з Новим Роком всього найкращого. 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТ BCH! 


" Dr. Christine Fialka-Eshenko | . 
& Dr. Iris Кис о 


FAMILY DENTISTS ° 
#101, 10910 - 105 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T5H 0L3 
Tel.: 420-1510 ae 


Kingston Ross Pasnak 


CHARTEREDACCOUNTANTS 


Telephone (403) 425-0636 Fax (403) 429-4817 
Kenneth M. Pasnak, C.A. 


Kingston Ross Pasnak is a local accounting 
firm providing auditing, accounting, tax and 
business advisory services to Edmonton and 
Alberta entrepreneurs. 


2760 MANULIFE PLACE 
10180-101 STR. EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5J 354 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 
Радісних Свят Христового Різдва та 
Щасливого Нового Року 


бажає 


овен SEEDS 


Head Office: 
Lacombe, Alberta 
782-6671 
Edmonton Direct: 424-7966 
Toll Free: 1-800-661-1529 


У 
/ | ) 
а во a 
Wize 


MINOGUE 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 


"The Chapel 
on the Boulevard" 


9709 - 111th Ave. 
Edmonton, Alta 
(403) 426-0050 
(24 hours) 


Jerry Smolyk 


President 


Other locations: 


Vegreville : 
Mayerthorpe | Wildwood 
Lamont 


Smoky Lake 
Bob Greschuk 
General Manager 


¢ Prearranged Funeral Plans » Crematorium on location 

» Provincial, National and International Services 

» Facilities also for Intimate Private or Infant or Memorial Services 
¢ Monuments Available 


FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1941 
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Ukraine straddles the new divide 


By Christopher Walker 

(RFE/RL)—Despite internal weaknesses and a range 
of external challenges, Ukraine has registered a num- 
ber of impressive foreign-policy achievements since 
gaining independence in 1991. 

In order to do so, it has had to juggle demands, as a 
result of an unstable and unpredictable Russian Fed- 
eration to the east, unsteady neighbors to the north and 
south (Belarus, Romania, and Moldova), and the ex- 
panding NATO and EU blocs to the West. 

Whether Ukraine will be able to maintain this level 
of performance in its foreign policy over the longer 
term remains to be seen. While the external demands 
posed by its neighbors are substantial, Ukraine is 
equally threatened — in terms of its democratic devel- 
opment and stability — by its inability to settle its own 
domestic affairs. 

In an effort to normalize regional relations, Ukraine 
has concluded several important agreements with 
neighboring countries. Those pacts include a Joint 
Statement on Mutual Reconciliation with Poland, a 
Treaty on Good Neighborly Relations and Coopera- 
tion with Romania, and, following a nearly four-year 
delay, a Treaty on Friendship, Cooperation, and Part- 
nership with Russia. At the same time, Ukraine has 
slowly cultivated closer relations with the West. 

The NATO-Ukraine Charter, signed at the Madrid 
Summit in July 1997, established a new framework for 
NATO-Ukraine relations. Recognizing Ukraine’s 
unique position in the region, the charter establishes a 
“distinctive partnership” between NATO and Ukraine. 
The expansion of the alliance has been a difficult ques- 
tion for Ukraine, as Russia has made clear its opposi- 
tion to further NATO expansion. While Russia contin- 
ues to view NATO as a threat, Kyiv’s position has 
shifted over the last several years. In July 1998, Ukrai- 
nian Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk said that Ukraine 
sees NATO enlargement as a “process of expanding 
the area of stability and democracy.” 

It is not yet clear whether the majority of Ukrainians 
believe the potential benefits of greater cooperation with 
NATO — or possible future admission to the alliance 
— outweigh the costs. Russia’s own instability and 
deviation from the path of democratization may pro- 
vide Ukrainian leaders with further arguments for ex- 
ploring still deeper relations with Western security al- 
liances. 

Ukraine is thus faced with the challenge of develop- 
ing relations with the West without overly antagoniz- 
ing Russia. Such antagonism would entail several risks, 
not least since Ukraine is still heavily reliant on Rus- 
sian trade and energy resources. 

Early last year, Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
blamed Moscow for the poor state of Russian-Ukrai- 
nian relations, claiming that Russia’s “biased, preju- 
diced attitude toward Ukraine has intensified.” He 
added that Russia views Ukraine as a constituent part 
of the federation or at least as existing within the Rus- 


(Ukraine's) pre-1991 role as the 
western-most tenant of the former 
Soviet Union has been transformed 
into that of eastern-most flank of the 
still evolving new Europe. 


sian sphere of influence. 

With Ukraine moving more perceptibly toward closer 
relations with the West, it is not unreasonable to ex- 
pect Russia’s insecurities to intensify. Much of Russia’s 
political elite has not accepted Ukraine’s post-Soviet 
Status as an independent, sovereign state. The loss of 
Ukraine, of all the former republics, has arguably been 
the most difficult for Russians to swallow. 

The issue of ethnic Russians in Ukraine is of poten- 
tial concern. Post-Soviet Russia is a nation-state that 
has 25 million ethnic Russians outside its borders, 11 
million of whom live in Ukraine. The treatment of eth- 
nic Russians in the former republics has been a contro- 
versial issue for Russian nationalists. Ukraine’s lead- 
ership has wisely refrained from pushing too hard on 
issues that could prompt a reaction from ethnic Rus- 
sians in Ukraine or be used as a pretext by Russian 


nationalists looking to stir the ethnic pot. In Crimea, . 


where ethnic Russians are in the majority, the threat of 
unrest is greatest. 

In general, Ukrainian-Russian discussions of such 
thorny issues as the payment of outstanding debts, the 
negotiation of energy agreements, and questions of 
European security, have been quite tough and often 
heated but have never slid out of control. However, 
Russia’s internal situation is fluid and volatile, as is 
Ukraine’s. And neighboring Belarus, which has distin- 
guished itself by demonstrating belligerence in inter- 
national relations, might complicate Ukraine’s relation- 
ship with Russia, not to mention the entire regional 
security order. 

Unlike Belarus, whose main foreign-policy objec- 
tive has been to pursue a rather flimsy union arrange- 
ment with Russia, Ukraine has seized opportunities to 
settle territorial claims and to otherwise ameliorate dif- 
ferences with its neighbors. Its pre-1991 role as the 
western-most tenant of the former Soviet Union has 
been transformed into that of eastern-most flank of the 
still evolving new Europe. As a result, Ukraine is faced 
with a wide range of responsibilities. Considering the 
relative immaturity and fragility of the Ukrainian state, 
Kyiv has so far handled this challenge with consider- 
able dexterity. 


The author is manager of programs at the European 
Journalism Network. 


Newsbriefs 


Canadians scrutinize military 
(Eastern Economist)—Canadian academics, Natalie 
Mykhailyshyn and historian Orest Subtelny, began 
studying the level of democratic control over the 
army in Ukraine Dec. 8 in Kyiv, reported Canada’s 
military attaché Richard Williams. Their work is be- 
ing conducted within the framework of the program 
on civilian and military relations called Democratic 
Military Relations. Williams noted this program was 
aimed at developing civilian and military relations 
in Central and East European countries. 


Sole Chornobyl reactor shut down 
(RFE/RL)—A fuel rod in the only nuclear reactor 
currently in operation at the Спогпобу! nuclear power 
plant automatically shut down on Dec. 10 after a 
malfunction, ITAR-TASS reported. There are some 
200 fuel rods at Chornobyl. The Ukrainian Environ- 
ment Ministry said no radiation was leaked during 
the incident. Maintenance work at the plant has been 
postponed twice owing to severe energy shortages 
in Ukraine. The shutdown was the second involving 
nuclear reactors in Ukraine during the previous week. 


Big chill in Kyiv 

(Eastern Economist)—National Forecast Weather 
Spokesperson Raisa Sosnovska said that during the 
night of Dec. 2 temperatures plummeted as low as - 
29C, making it a record for this time of year. In gen- 
eral the average daytime temperature in Ukraine was 
below seasonal averages by some 10-15 degrees. 
Dec. 1 daytime temperatures averaged -16.5C which 
the lowest for the start of the month since records 
began in Kyiv 100 years ago. 


Russian murderers on spree 

(Eastern Economist)—Two Russian murderers were 
arrested in the Crimean resort of Kerch Dec. 9 after 
a killing spree that dated back to January 1998. The 
pair followed a pattern of robbing victims then liv- 
ing off spoils until a further murder proved neces- 
sary. They were planning the murder of their Kerch 
landlady at the time of their arrest. 


Rivne entrepreneur murdered 
(Eastern Economist)—The head of the Board of 
Rivne’s closed joint stock company Rynok, 
Volodymyr Novosada, was shot in a textbook con- 
tract killing early Dec. 15. Novosada was known in 
Rivne as an entrepreneur who had often clashed with 
the local government bodies concerning the form of 
ownership of his enterprise and attitudes towards its 
privatization. The local council deputies tried to make 
his company city property but Novosada had man- 
aged to maintain its status as a closed joint-stock 
company. 


Deputies demand probe 

(Eastern Economist)—Fifty Supreme Council depu- 
ties signed an appeal to the President, the SBU and 
Prosecutor General’s Office to ban alleged anti-con- 
stitutional activity carried out by the communist party. 
The document stresses that in Lviv Oblast the left 
are holding aggressive illegal meetings, where they 
demand violent change of the constitutional regime. 
The appeal was signed by representatives of the NDP, 
Rukh and a group of non-faction deputies. 
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All genocide victims deserve recognition 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, 
President Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Ottawa 

The United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
adopted December 10, 1948 states: Article 1" All hu- 
mans are born free and equal in dignity апа rights.”; 
Article 3 “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and 
security of person.” 

That same year, in a western region of Ukraine, un- 
known to the rest of the world about 300,000 people 
were shot, arrested and exiled to the Siberian Gulag. In 
aneighboring region over 250,000 were shot. The chill- 
ing statistics, from the now accessible KGB documents, 
continue. 

In the two decades spanning the thirties and forties 
three occupational forces ravaged Ukraine. The Poles 
ruled over Western Ukraine with a heavy hand. Soviet 
Russia ruled with whatever it took: the Great Famine 
eliminated the landowners in 1932-33; the Great Ter- 
ror, throughout the thirties and forties, eliminated the 
influential elites. 

The German “‘liberators” were no better. They over- 
powered the “sub-humans” in the millions through ex- 
ecutions, incarcerations in concentration camps, and 
deportation as slave labour to Germany, as they moved 
East towards Russia. In two decades, some 20 million 
Ukrainians vanished; nearly half the population. Then, 
when the rest of the world was mourning its dead and 
thanking God the War was over, the Communists struck 
again. 

Those became the Cursed Years. Resistance to gov- 
ernment policies was met once again with executions 
or exile. Indigenous Ukrainians were banished to Si- 
beria to build roads, then mines, then death while the 
highly desirable South Eastern part of Ukraine, includ- 
ing Crimea, was resettled with the Russian “ruling” 
classes. Thus the Communist life-or-death policies of 
centralization and denationalization triumphed at the 
expense of life, liberty and security of person. Then 
the Iron Curtain fell. And silence covered the wrong- 
doings. 

The Canadian government is establishing a tribute 
to the victims of man’s inhumanity to man. The Ukrai- 
nians in Canada wish to be heard: we want our geno- 
cide included. To this end we wrote to the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization stating our moral right and keen 
interest. We reminded the Chair, Adrienne Clarkson and 
her officials of our representations at the Senate’s War 
Museum hearings seeking such inclusion. We requested 
Consultation prior to a decision, not after, to avoid the 
acrimony which surrounded the unilateral War Museum 
announcement earlier this year. We were concerned that 
failure to include the monumental violation of human 
rights and life in Ukraine was tantamount to 
condonement and worse, the desecration of the dead. 

Now, it is not clear what is being contemplated. Our 
call to clarify the matter has not been returned. We wish 
to know this: who is included in this initiative be it 
called the holocaust or genocide museum, or the gal- 
lery of grief? And we seek inclusion. 


The Ukrainian Famine Genocide, 
which took the lives of some ten 
million people was a prototype, a 
model of evil for other dictators to 
emulate. Not ten years passed and 
Hitler used it to execute and gas 
people throughout Eastern Europe. 


We make the point that inclusion will strengthen the 
impact of the message. Why? Because history repeats 
itself, and human are repeat offenders. Despite 
humanity’s aversion to atrocities and declarations of 
“never again’, genocide is not an aberration, a one- 
time-only phenomenon. Under certain circumstances, 


when absolute power or mass hysteria win the day our , 


dark side surfaces and perpetrates evil. And people die. 
In the millions. Over and over again. The Cultural Revo- 
lution. The Killing Fields. Rwanda. Ethiopia. Sudan. 
Poland. Armenia. Ukraine. 


The Ukrainian Famine Genocide, which took the | 
lives of some ten million people was a prototype, a , 
model of evil for other dictators to emulate. Not ten | 


years passed and Hitler used it to execute and gas people 
throughout Eastern Europe. 

Many times we have looked in horror on photos of 
our fellow humans rotting out of recognition in des- 
ecrated piles or watched films of persecution and ex- 
termination. More often than not they have been Jew- 
ish victims of Nazi concentration camps. But the hor- 
ror, the loss, the grief of the less known holocausts is 
equally wicked and painful. Perhaps it is greater: it is 
augmented by the absence of acknowledgment, under- 
standing and sympathy. 

No single group has exclusivity in this domain. Not 
in the good. Not in the evil. Not in being victim or 
killer. And, consequently, not in the right to be remem- 
bered with dignity. We seek inclusion of our story in 
this, our Canadian initiative. We have the dead. And 
the moral authority to speak out against oppressors 
whether they use food as an instrument of coercion; 
execute those that will not submit; denationalize and 
make outcasts of those that stand in their way. We want 
the evil to stop. And we have a multidimensional mo- 
rality tale to tell that can serve as a lesson. 

This right we seek now, on the 50th Anniversary of 
the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, 
penned by one of us, a Canadian and backed by the 
sacrifice of some 100,000 young Ukrainians who joined 
the Canadian Armed Forces to right the wrong of their 
day. 

This article originally appeared as a letter to the edi- 
tor in the Ottawa Citizen, Dec. 10. 


Newsbriefs 


Communists vow disruptions 
(Eastern Economist)—“The Communist faction will 
not support ratification of any international agree- 
ments,” First Deputy Speaker Martyniuk told the 
visiting European Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment delegation Dec. 11. This decision to adopt 
these spoiling tactics was taken in response to the 
Verkhovna Rada’s rightist factions’ refusal to sup- 
port Ukraine’s joining the CIS Inter-Parliamentary 
Assembly. Martyniuk added that the EBRD’s demand 
for land privatization had no realistic prospects. 


Cabinet moves on miners’ demands 
(RFE/RL)—In the immediate wake of the Dec. 2 coal 
mining strike, the parliament has passed a resolution 
ordering the government to speed up repayment of 
wage arrears to miners, AP reported on Dec. 3. The 
government responded to miners’ protests by order- 
ing mines to give the payment of wages a top prior- 
ity. It also granted mines tax breaks for 1999 and 
included next year’s expenditures for the coal sector 
on the list of budget items that cannot be reduced. 


Youth call for end to conscription 
(Eastern Economist)—Representatives from Molody 
Rukh and the Ukrainian Student’s Union picketed 
the Verkhovna Rada Dec. 9 demanding an end to 
military conscription. Molody Rukh Leader Taras 
Shamayda said that the activity was timed to coin- 
cide with the World Human Rights Day. He hoped 
that the action would help initiate debate on the es- 
tablishment of a professional army. According to him, 
social research shows that eight percent of young 
people aged 18-30 are ready to serve under contract 
in the army for a monthly salary of US$100. 


Hrushevsky finally honoured 
(Eastern Economist)—A bronze monument to 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky, the first president of Ukraine 
(1918), was unveiled in Kyiv Dec. 1 on the corner of 
Volodymyrska Street. and Taras Shevchenko boule- 
vard. President Leonid Kuchma, Premier Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko and Parliamentary Speaker Oleksandr 
Tkachenko took part in the ceremony. The monu- 
ment was consecrated by the patriarch of Ukraina- 
Rus Filaret. 


Grain to pay debt 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine announced on Dec. 10 that it 
will send 550,000 tons of grain and other goods to 
Russia to repay gas debts, AP reported. Artur Hubar, 
a spokesman for the Ukrainian state oil and gas com- 
pany Naftogas, said that Kyiv will also send food, 
farm machinery, and gas industry equipment to help 
pay a nearly US$1 billion debt. 


NATO Kyiv post vacant 

(Eastern Economist)—Taras Kuzio is leaving as direc- 
tor of the NATO Information Centre in Kyiv after be- 
ing named to fill the post in May 1998 after the centre’s 
first director, Canadian diplomat Roman Lischynsky, 
died in a car accident near Odesa. A new director is 
expected to be named in February-March 1999. 


15-year wait for EU 

(Eastern Economist)—’ Ukraine can adapt to Euro- 
pean Union conditions not earlier than in 10-15 
years,” said Deputy National Security Council Sec- 
retary Oleksandr Razumkov Dec. 3. According to 
him, such sectors as large industry create obstacles 
for the adaptation process, since they do not obvi- 
ously fit into the European market, which has already 
been tightly distributed. 
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Hot Bread Daily 
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Edmonton Granite Memorials 
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аеро personalized designs 
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FOR CELLO 
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Ukrainian (Calgary) Credit Union 


Open Tuesday & Friday evenings: 7:00 pm-9:00 pm. 
Also wi None afternoons: 12:00 pm-2:00 рт, 


10850 - 82 Ave. Ph.: 432-1977 
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Finest Selection of Stetson Hats In Edmonton 


e LATEST COLOURS, STYLES AND SIZES - 
at Fur gees Beaver Hats, Velours, Greek Fisherman 
Caps, Leather Caps, Cowboy Hats 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


With warmest wishes for a Christmas and 
everything that brings you happiness! 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
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BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES 


Anton M.S. MelLlnyk*® .\ 
О.С. C.Arb., B.A., LL.B., LL.M. 
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10004 - 104 AVENUE 
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* Denotes Professional Corporation 


PHONE: (403) 428-8900 
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We at Ukrainian News would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many businesses and people who have supported us 
in so many ways throughout the 1998 year. To our readers, 
donors, advertisers and contributing writers our sincere thank 
you. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be blessed 
with health and prosperity in the New Year. 


CHRIST IS BORN! 
Editor and Staff of Ukrainian News 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Усім нашим шановним 
читачам, жертводавцям, 


нас своїми оголошеннями та 
прихильникам пересилаємо 
найщиріші побажання радісних У 
свят Христового Різдва та 
кріпкого здоров'я й успіхів в 
Новому році. 
Видавець та працівники 
редакції «Українських Вістей» 


447-2222 


FAX: 447-1984 
ALTA. TOLL FREE PHONE: 1-800-232-7385 


SEWAGE SYSTEMS 
FOR FARMS, ACREAGES 
AND SUBURBAN HOMES 


¢ SEPTIC TANKS 
« HOLDING TANKS 


- PUMPS «В 


We carry а complete supply of accessories 
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Dynamo makes it to quarter finals 


Beats Lens 3-1 to take 
first place in Group E 


(UkrNews)—Dynamo Kyiv made it to the quarter 
finals of the European Champions’ League after de- 
feating French Champion Lens on their own turf, Dec. 
9 to finish first in Group E. 

The victory marks a remarkable comeback for Dy- 
namo, who managed only two ties in the first half of 
the group play and was mired in last place with only 
two points out of a possible total of nine at the midway 
point of group play. 

But three straight wins in the second half launched 
them into the first-place finish. 

Playing before 42,000 spectators at Felix Bollaert 
Stadium in Lens, neither team managed to score dur- 
ing the first half, though both had several chances. 

Then, in the 60th minute, Vitaliy Kosovsky came in 
from the right flank and passed to Serhiy Rebrov, who 
got the ball to the far goalpost where an unguarded 
Kakha Kaladze put it in. 


Players from Ukraine accounted for all the scor- 
ing for Indiana as the Hoosiers won their fourth 
NCAA championship, Dec. 13, by beating Stanford, 
3-1, before 15,202 at Richmond Stadium, reported 
The Washington Post. 

Oleksa Korol, Dema Kovalenko and Yuri 
Lavrinenko each had a goal for Indiana. 

All three players moved to the United States from 
Ukraine at age 13 and attended high school in Roch- 
ester, N.Y. 

After the game, junior forward Korol jumped into 
the first row of seats. He hugged Chris Klein and 
Caleb Porter, the only starters who graduated from 
last year’s team, which went 23-1, but lost to UCLA 
in the national semifinals. 

“T could see in their eyes that they wanted to be on 
the field,” Korol said. “I feel bad for those guys. I 
love those boys. When I came to Indiana, they were 


Ukrainians win US college 
soccer championship 


Fifteen minutes later in a classic three step counter- 
attack, Andriy Shevchenko got the ball to Vladyslav 
Bialkevich, who passed to Vashchuk who put in goal - 
number 2 for Dynamo. 

Smicer narrowed Dynamo’s lead to one with a goal 
in the 78th minute, but Shevchenko salted it away in 
the 85th. 

The quarter finals will be played next year. 

In the first game Dynamo will be without team cap- 
tain Oleh Luzhny, who received a yellow раці in the 
match against Lens. 


European Champions’ League 
Group E Final Standings 


Team С W т Ю GF GAP 
Dynamo 63 нні ee eit 
Lens (бик 172 од) 5 6 8 
Arsenal 6 2} 2) 2/ 8 8 8 
Panathinaikos 6 2 | 0 4 6 9 6 


taking care of me. Now I’ve won a championship 
and they had to leave without one.” 

On Indiana’s first extended possession, Kovalenko 
was given too much space outside the penalty area. 
He deftly chipped a pass from Lavrinenko into the 
top right corner of the net in the seventh minute. 

About 11 minutes later, Kovalenko sent a cross- 
ing pass over Stanford goalkeeper Adam Zapala. 
Korol controlled the ball and passed it across the face 
of the goal. Lavrinenko pushed the ball past a falling 
defender, Lee Morrison. Stanford senior Simon 
Elliott’s penalty kick in the 22nd minute narrowed 
the Hoosiers’ lead to 2-1. 

A turnover in the last minute of the first half, how- 
ever, cost Stanford. Indiana’s Matt Fundenberger 
intercepted Morrison’s pass and flubbed a 16-yard 
shot. The ball squirted to Korol, who shot it under 
Zapala, reported The Post. 


NHL has 25 players of Ukrainian origin 


All in all, this has been a good start for Ukrainian 
hockey players. Unfortunately new names are not be- 
ing added in any significant numbers — whether from 
Canada, USA or Ukraine. Apparently some 30 players 
are playing in the minor leagues with small hope of 
advancing. 


(Dryconcom)—The National Hockey League in 
1998-99 has some 25 players of Ukrainian origin. These 
include players of Canadian or American origin, as well 
as those from Ukraine itself or from Ukrainian ethno- 
graphic territory of Slovakia (Zakarpattia). 

The contribution of these players is excellent and 
would constitute a team that would be in the middle of 
the pack in the NHL, with probably good playoff po- 
tential. 

Currently a little over a quarter of the season is com- 
pleted with most teams having players between 21 and 
27 games of the schedule, as of Dec. 8. The top three 
point getters are Khristich (27), Tkachuk (25) and 
Gretzky (25), each having the potential to reach 100 
points at seasons end. Another four will and with over 
60 — Sydor (19), Bundza (14), Andreychuk (14) and 
Werenka (12), if they remain healthy. 

The top goal scorers are Tkachuk (14), Khristich (11) 
and Bundza (11) and each should reach the 30 goal 
plateau. Meanwhile Andreychuk (8) and Sydor (7) 
should reach 20 goals. Gretzky continues to be the top 
playmaker with 20 assists, followed by Khristich (16), 
Sydor (12) and Tkachuk (11). 

The most penalized Ukrainian player is Berehowsky 
(51), followed by Detroit tough men Kocur (45), Diduch 
(34), Leschyshyn (34) and Zhitnik (32). Least penal- 
ized are Nicolishin, Konowalchuk, Olczyk, and 
Nemirovsky, all with 9 minutes in the sinbin. 

In the +/- rating, the players with the best teams are 
doing well. Tkachuk (+15), Werenka (+12), Tverdovsky 
(+11) and Matvichuk (+10) are leading the listing. At 
the other end of the spectrum, are Berehowsky (-7) and 
the guest Gretzky (-7). 

This year there are no goalies in the NHL of Ukrai- 
nian origin. This year saw the retirement of two — Kelly 
Hrudey, who is now working as a hockey commenta- 
tor, and Darcy Wakaluk, who had damaged knee prob- 
lems over the past three years. 


NHL Players of 
Ukrainian Origin 


Name/Team С А Pts PIM +/- 
Khristich, Bost. Ше Sl6pee27 ee 20NS 3 
Tkachuk, Phoenix 14° 25) 18) 15 
Gretzky, NYR Sh DON ЗВ іс 
Sydor, Dallas Tr 12-19; eS оо 
Bondra, Wash. Шо 2S} 14: 20° 40 
Andreychuk, N.J. 8 Gi ol 2P 6 0 
Werenka, PiHs 3 9 12 S212 
Zhitnik, Buf. Aly 67 - a7 Os оно; 
Meneluk, Chi. 3 TORS 6 
Bellows, Wash 405 5 9 10 -4 
Tverdovsky, Phoenix 4 4 8 8 11 
Matrichak, Dallas 2s Ко ЦО у 10 
Hrkac, Dallas 3 3 6 6 4 
Kocur, Detroit 2 4 6 45. 0 
Nikolishin, Wash. 244. a 0) 2 
Leschyshyn, Car. 1 5) б-ак34 32; 
Daneyko, N.J. 1 3 A238 
Olezyk, Chi. 1 De SY) 0) 2) 
Berehowsky, Nash 0. 23372 З 3 ЗНИК 
Konowalchuk, Wash 2) 0 2 0 1 
Nemirovsky, N.J. Ona iS OL 
Diduck, Phoenix 0 1 12-345 2 
Belak, Col. о 0 0: 23 2-2 
Fedyk, NYR (0 ГО МИ 
Babych, Phil. 0710 0 10 -1 
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Volodymyr Klitschko suffers 
first professional loss 


By Fabian Weber 

(German Boxing News)—In the 
weeks leading into the fight that 
would become his unexpected first 
professional loss, Olympic gold 
medalist Volodymyr Klitschko was 
spending large amounts of his en- 
ergy into the organization of the 
huge Ukrainian boxing event that 
would feature him as one main at- 
traction. 

The first time the determined 
young Volodymyr would show up 
in front of his home crowd he 
wanted everything to be perfect — 
the event as well as his own fight. 
This became his undoing. 

In a highly dramatic fight previ- 
ously undefeated heavyweight 
Klitschko gave the tough and expe- 
rienced American Ross Puritty hell 
on earth for nine rounds, until the 
overexcited and overpaced Ukrai- 
nian ran out of gas and was taken 
out by his trainer in round eleven, 
Dec. 5. 

The amount of punishment that 
Puritty, who went the distance 
against Michael Grant, Hasim 
Rahman, Chris Byrd and Larry 
Donald was able to take, was weird. 
Scoring with left power jabs, coun- 
tering with left hooks and ramming 
Straight right hands to the mid sec- 
tion, Klitschko was giving every 
part of Puritty’s body it’s share of 
punishment. From round 8 on 
Puritty was bleeding heavily from 
his nose and spit blood out of his 
mouth. 

But even though heavily battered 
and never able to land a significant 
punch himself, the stubborn Ameri- 
can continued to roll forward like a 
tank. After unsuccessfully trying to 
getrid of Puritty for nine rounds, the 
Overexcited Volodymyr, who had 
lost 6 kg (13 pounds) of weight 
(From 108 kg / 238 Ibs down to 102 
kg / 225 Ibs) in the previous week 
due to own caused organizational 
Stress, ran out of gas. 


By Fabian Weber 


in 109 seconds. 


(German Boxing News)—The main event of the 
Dec. 5 boxing evening in Kyiv was meant to be 
Vitaliy Klitschko’s first defense of his European 
heavyweight title. But it rather became a substitute 
punishment for the defeat of Volodymyr Klitschko. 

Unhappy and restless about the fate of his younger 
brother, and unable to take revenge on the conquerer 
of Volodymyr himself, Vitaliy Klitschko projected 
all his negative energy on his Italian challenger 
Francesco Spinelli, the number 11 in the European 
Boxing Union, blowing out his chanceless opponent 


Throwing furious punches from all angles Vitaliy 
seriously hurt the shocked Italian after one minute, 


FILE PHOTO 


Volodymyr Kitschko sparring during the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. 


Chased around the ring by the 
suddenly grim attacking American, 
who was smelling his chance, 
Klitschko’s tired legs failed him and 
let him slip to the canvas twice in 
round 10 — much to the horror of 
the 12,000 Ukrainian spectators in 
the sold out Sport Palace of Kyiv, 
who had come to cheer their national 
hero. Even though one was scored a 


legal knockdown, it was in both ~ 


cases more a result of Volodymyr’s 
tired legs failing him than because 
of a clean punch that put the young 
Ukrainian on the deck. 

When Volodymyr returned to the 
corner he was exhausted and was 
breathing heavily”, chief trainer 
Fritz Sdunek reported. “But he was 
giving clear answers to my questions 
and demanded aggressively to be 
allowed to continue.” Only seconds 
into round 11, though, Sdunek 
stepped into the ring and signaled 


Vitaliy Klitschko destroys Italian 
Spinelli in the first round 


causing the referee to give him a standing eight 
count. Halfway through round one Klitschko cor- 
nered the surprised Spinelli and pummeled him at 
the ropes until the referee stopped this uneven con- 
test at 1:49 of the opening round. 

“I just wanted to go out there to end it quickly, 
because I wanted to return to my brother”, Vitaliy 
explained his rough approach. “I could not even en- 
joy my own victory, because my brother didn’t win.” 

27 year old Vitaliy Klitschko has now won all of 
his 23 fights by knockout, 18 of those KO’s coming 
inside the first two rounds. 

He’s currently ranked number І іп the WBO, mak- 
ing him the mandatory challenger of champion 


Herbie Hide. 


referee Daniel van de Wiele to end 
the fight. 

“T didn’t want Volodymyr to get 
hurt seriously”, Sdunek explained. 
“Even though not hurt by a clean 
punch he was not in the physical 
condition to continue.” 

“He caught me with a lot of hard 
shots. My head is pounding and I 
need a long rest now”, the victori- 
ous Puritty said. After his success 
against the Dane Mark Hulstrom 
one month ago the fight against 
Klitschko was his second consecu- 
tive victory over an undefeated man. 

Klitschko underwent a standard 
examination in a hospital after the 
fight, but was already released some 
hours later with no findings. “I’m 
young and I’ll be back”, the disap- 
pointed Volodymyr commented. "І 
gained a lot of experience from that 
fight. I’m still confident that I will 
be a world champion one time.” 


Liashenko slips to fourth in NHK finals 


(UkrNews)—After leading all contenders after the 
short program, Ukraine’s Olena Liashenko had a dis- 
appointing long one and finished fourth and out of 
medal contention in the finals of the NHK Trophy fig- 
ure skating championships held in Sapporo, Japan, Dec. 


4-6. 


Tatyana Malina of Uzbekistan won the gold, Irina 
Slutskaya of Russia the silver and Fumie Suguri of Ja- 


pan the bronze. 


In the short program, the 22-year-old Liashenko, 


winner of Skate Canada women’s singles in July, edged 
Slutskaya with a flawless performance of jumps, spins, 
steps and spirals to receive scores ranging from 5.4 to 
5.6. Slutskaya got 4.9 to 5.4. 

In the men’s competition, Yevhen Pliuta, who was 


fourth after the short program, ended up in fifth place 


after the finals. 


The golds went to Evgeni Plushenko of Russia, the 


silver to Takeshi Honda of Japan and the bronze to 


Chengjiang Li of China. 
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Serhiy Hrynevetsky Dec. 5 signed an agreement with 
two French firms, CIF Energy and Alsthom, whereby 
the French will modernize and expand a thermal power 
plant in Odesa. 

Under the project, the power plant is to be commis- 
sioned early 2001. After modernization the plant’s ca- 
pacity is expected to reach 500 MgW. 

Hrynevetsky stressed that the new power plant will 
allow demand for electricity in Odesa Oblast to be met 
with the remainder to be available for sale. According 
to preliminary reports, the French are ready to invest 
several hundred million US dollars into the project. 

The new thermal power plant will operate on natural 
gas which will be pumped to Odesa via existing pipe- 


(Eastern Economist)—Closed Joint Stock Com- 
pany Obolon “will not change its status to become 
an open JSC, in order to avoid external influence on 
the functioning of the company,” said Oleksandr 
Slobodian, Verkhovna Rada deputy and still de facto 
president of JSC Obolon at a news conference Dec. 
8. 

He claimed that propositions from international or- 
ganizations to acquire stakes in Obolon had been re- 
ceived, but were refused by the board of the direc- 
tors. Instead of receiving finance from stock sales, 
Obolon preferred to negotiate directly with the EBRD 


Obolon doing fine on their own — 
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lines, said Michel Vignon of CIF Energy. 

The French plan to install state-of-the-art energy-sav- 
ing equipment made by Alsthom, another Ukrainian 
joint venture, based in Kharkiv. й 

Alsthom commercial director for Eastern Europe, 
Jean Cortier, said both the Ukrainians and the French 
are keen to commission the plant earlier than the project 
currently stipulates, before the winter of 2000. 

“We are aware that winter creates additional energy 
problems for Odesa and will do our best to launch the 
plant as soon as possible”, assured the French repre- 
sentative. 


and received a US$40 million credit. 

“As of today, only half of the planned amount is 
used up,” said Slobodian. 

JSC Obolon acquired its status in 1992. The em- 
ployees of the company own 99.5 percent of its stock. 
Obolon has organized its own raw material base and 
Carries out its own research to maintain quality stan- 
dards. 

Today, Obolon is the market leader in the produc- 
tion of beers, and occupies second place in the pro- 
duction of low-alcohol beverages and mineral wa- 
ters. 


Poles look to cooperate in mining 


(Eastern Economist)—Coal Industry Minister Serhiy 
Tulub and Polish Economic Minister Janusz Steinhoff 
said Dec. 8 during Steinhoff’s first official visit to 
Ukraine that restructuring of the coal mining indus- 
tries in Ukraine and Poland share many common char- 
acteristics. 

Ukrainian and Polish industry representatives are 
interested in exchanging experience throughout the 
industry, particularly in dealing with the social costs of 
restructuring. 

Steinhoff proposed cooperation in coal-mining ma- 


chine-building and coal product refining. 

Tulub said that from 1999 coal companies’ work 
would be judged by the volumes of coal-based prod- 
ucts produced rather than the volumes of coal mined. 

Tulub spoke of the creation of a special economic 
zone in Donetsk Oblast which will include 16 towns 
with developed coal industries and of plans to create a 
similar zone in Luhansk Oblast. 

These regions produce correspondingly 60 percent 
and 20 percent of all coal products in Ukraine. 


EBRD delegation focuses on major hotel 
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(Eastern Economist)—A high- 
level European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development delega- 
tion headed by President Horst 
Keller was in Kyiv Dec. 8-12 to sign 


New export 
automation 
system for 
2000 


(Eastern Economist)—A new au- 
tomated system of export control 
will be introduced in Ukraine by the 
end of 1999 thanks to financial help 
from the US, said State Export Con- 
trol Service Deputy Head Serhiy 
Svistil. 

Svistil said the bulk of necessary 
financial aid had come from the 
Nanna-Lugara program, however 
additional financing has yet to ma- 
terialize. US$13.26 million has al- 
ready been issued to finance the new 
system’s introduction. 

According to Svistil, introduction 
of the system will help Ukrainian 
producers to avoid being out-ma- 
neuvered by US firms during trade 
contract negotiations. 

Company leaders think that this 
new automated export control sys- 
tem will provide them with the op- 
portunity to decrease the time taken 
to move from the proposal stage to 
the signing of contracts, and increase 
the volume of contracts. 


four agreements for the construction 
of a Radisson Hotel in Kyiv. 

The participants of the project 
called Dilovi Vorota Kyeva or Busi- 
ness Gates of Kyiv include creditors 
and co-founders Austria’s 
RaiffeisenZentralBank, Raiffeisen 
Property Invest and — for the first 
time ever — the European Bank, 
whose share is ECU 7 million. 

Other co-founders in the project 
are Cyprus-based Doriscus Enter- 
prises Ltd., the Danish SAS Hotel, 
and Double W Kyiv, a Ukrainian 


company. 


Business Briefs 


Human cost of coal mining 


Radisson SAS is the operator of 
the hotel. 

The new hotel, at 22-24 
Yaroslaviv Val, will contain 245 
rooms, including 30 two-room 
suites and one presidential luxury 
suite. 

With cafés, two restaurants, bars, 
banquet and conference halls, a 
business center, stores, undergoing 
parking, and health center, the hotel 
will meet the international standards 
for a ““4-star plus” establishment. 

The total investment is ECU 35 
million. 


(Eastern Economist)—Each ton of coal extracted in Ukraine costs 
the lives of five miners through accidents on the job. As of Dec. 1, 
344 miners died in Ukraine, which is 90 more than in 1997, reported 
the State Labor Protection Committee head Stanislav Tkachuk. In 
1998 the number of miners had decreased and the amount of coal 
extracted reduced. 


BP shies away from pipeline 

(Eastern Economist)—’ British Petroleum has no intentions to invest 
in construction of the Odesa-Brody oil pipeline,” Mervin Wright, head 
of the Ukrainian office of BP told First Deputy Premier Anatoliy 
Holubchenko Dec. 10. According to Wright, the European market for 
oil products, where the pipeline aims to compete, is already filled and 
great competition exists. 


Computer giant to produce in Ukraine 

(Eastern Economist)—Universal Trading Corporation announced Dec. 
10 plans to start manufacturing computers in Ukraine in December. 
According to UniTrade’s Volodymyr Kolodiuk, the firm will produce 
both personal computers and professional workstations. The com- 
pany was founded in 1993 and has 20 regional offices and 50 
dealerships all over Ukraine. 
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Tough road to running your 
own business in Ukraine 


By Robert Lyle 

RFE/RL economics correspondent Robert Lyle has 
just returned from a tour of privatization projects in 
Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. Organized by the World 
Bank’s International Finance Corporation (IFC), the 
tour took a small group of international journalists to 
dozens of sites in major cities, small towns and on farms. 

(RFE/RL)—The old physiology institute auditorium 
in Kyiv was hushed one morning recently as auction- 
eer Yuri Hanulyak told 35 potential bidders that nine 
properties — ranging from a fruit and vegetable shop 
to an unfinished pre-cast concrete factory — are for 
sale. 

“We'll start the bidding for the unfinished construc- 
tion site in the Industrial Centre in Brovary at the start- 
ing price of 92,115 hryvnias,” he says in the auctioneer’s 
sing-song style. As bidders silently raise a card with 
their assigned number, Hanulyak calls the bid up 10,000 
hryvnias at a time. 

Single bidders, some with friends and colleagues, 
quickly confer as the price rises past 200,000 hryvnias. 
Soon, only two bidders are in the running and Hanulyak 
points his huge gavel first at one and then the other as 
he recites the size of the property, its attributes and the 
current offer. 

Then suddenly, it’s all over and Hanulyak calls out 
“sold for 300,000 hryvnia” and bangs his gavel to the 
applause of the audience. The scene is a fairly com- 
mon one in Ukraine this days, despite the country’s 
poorly functioning economy and elections which have 
left the future in some doubt. 

With the help and guidance of the International Fi- 
nance Corporation (IFC), the World Bank arm that deals 
with the private sector, and huge infusions of financial 
aid from the British Know-How Fund and the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, Ukraine has 
seen more than 44,800 enterprises or sites — all called 
objects — privatized by the end of January, practically 
completing privatization in this business sector. 

This is the small- and medium-size enterprise 
privatization program, which is separate and distinct 
from the large scale mass privatization program and 
from the privatization of land and reorganization of 
farms. 

On this small and medium scale, the goal has been 
to get as much of the state-owned businesses, shops 
and service providers into the private sector as quickly 
as possible. 

At the auction in Kyiv, Viktor Aralov was the suc- 
cessful bidder, a large bearded man who grinned widely 
as he signed the papers for the property he had pur- 
chased. 

Aralov is the manager of a medium-size joint stock 
company called Kram which he and some friends 
Started 10 years ago to repair electric motors. They’ve 
outgrown their current premises and want the unfin- 
ished plant with nearly 11,000 square metres to greatly 
expand their business. 

Aralov says his company has the money to buy the 
Site, but will need some additional capital to finish the 
building the way they want it. But he’s confident that 
some companies in Italy and Germany which make 
equipment they need will advance the capital. 

The auction in Kyiv that day brought in 1.7 million 
hryvnia for the nine properties, 5.5 times higher than 
the starting prices. The money goes to the State Prop- 
erty Fund which turns the proceeds over to local and 
national governments. 

So far, say IFC officials, these small and medium 
scale auctions have brought in more than 90 million 
hryvnia, with expectations of another 40 million hryvnia 
yet to come. 

There were 63,000 unfinished construction sites all 
over Ukraine that were abandoned when the Soviet 
Union broke up. Many are large apartment and office 
Знай which require major investments to гепо- 


тор unfinished buildings selling for 300,000 
hryvnia at an auction can require 1.5 million hryvnia 
to 100 million hryvnia to complete construction, mak- 

But even buying a neighborhood shop to turn it into 
a private business is no easy task. Andriy Kravchenko 
was only 25 years old when he left the air force, talk- 
ing with friends about what they would do next. They 
decided to pool their money and bought the old soviet 
hairdressers shop in an apartment building on the 
Rusianivska Embankment. 

As part of the purchase of the shop, they had to pay 
the equivalent of US$300 for the old equipment as well. 
Only a single chair was worth saving, but Kravchenko 
says they didn’t really intend to keep it as a beauty 
shop. 


It was only after they began the arduous task of to- 
tally revamping and modernizing the shop did they dis- 


A just-completed IFC survey of small 
business owners in Ukraine found 
that they spend 30 percent of their 
time resolving issues with government 
authorities, from handling inspections 
to responding to official inquiries. 
That’s nearly double the time needed 
by a small business person in Uganda 
or El Salvador. 


cover they were required to maintain the same kind of 


business for two years and to retain all the old employ- 
ees during that period. 

Kravchenko told a group of visiting foreign jour- 
nalists recently that in all, he and his partners put about 
$150,000 into the shop, but it was a “very difficult” 
road they had to follow. 

“The biggest problem proved to be the renovation 
of the premises,” he said, “because of the number of 
authorities who supervise repair and renovation wo 
What was most frustrating, he said, is that they kept 
telling all the authorities they were trying “to do some- 
thing good, trying to improve the situation,” yet no one 
really cared. 

Still, by persevering, often waiting two weeks to a 
month for each of dozens of required permits, the 
Schwarzkopf Salon was opened in late 1994. It’s daz- 
zling black and white exterior, full windows and bright 
lights and modern interior was quite a change for the 
neighborhood. 

To match the new surroundings, all of the salon’s 
35 employees are required to take regular training in 
the latest hairstyles and in using the famous German 
cosmetic line from which the shop was named. 

As with all shops located within another building, 
Kravchenko ad his partners are only leasing the ground 
under it. However, they expect to negotiate an outright 
purchase of the property before their current ten year 
lease expires. 

Kravchenko says despite the problems for small 
business people, he intends to stick around — if not in 
the beauty salon business, then in something else. 

Small and medium business people across Ukraine 
complain that extraordinarily high taxes, coupled with 
frequently changing requirements for reporting on 
taxes, and the unstable legislative climate for business, 
make it extremely difficult for them to survive. 

A just-completed IFC survey of small business 
owners in Ukraine found that they spend 30 percent of 
their time resolving issues with government authori- 
ties, from handling inspections to responding to offi- 
cial inquiries. That’s nearly double the time needed by 
a small business person in Uganda or El Salvador. 


Dealing with state authorities is no picnic either, | | 


say business people. A group of small business owners 
gathered recently in the Business Centre in Zhytomyr 
Oblast west of Kyiv and said corruption by officials — 
mostly clerks demanding bribes to complete paperwork 
— was endemic in the system. “I don’t want to sound 
unpatriotic,” said one middle aged man, but “everyone 
knows that getting a simple license will demand a lot 
of effort and money to pay for it.” 

The government already gets so much in taxes, 
chimed in several others, that it’s nearly impossible to 
make a profit. Another major problem is the number of 
official inspections required, running to as many as 
eight per year by each of 18 different government bod- 
ies. 

Said one of the business men in Zhytomyr: “There 
is a general common misunderstanding, from common 
people to officials, of such a simple idea that the state 
should exist and function for the benefit of people, not 
the other way around — it’s a comerstone idea and 
unless people get this principle, we won’t solve the 
economic crisis in Ukraine.” 

Despite the complaints, however, the IFC says that 
through eight business centres it has established around 
Ukraine, more than 2,000 people have been trained in 
modem management and business techniques and the 
demand is growing almost daily. 

Oleh Bohatko is a young man, a composer and 
singer at heart, who started his own office equipment 
firm three years ago. He’s got nine employees and the 
business is turning over around $40,000 a month. He 
complains like everyone else about the bureaucracy, 
the taxes and the un-businesslike environment in 
Ukraine, but in the end, he says. it’s the only way to 
go. 
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(JF Monitor)—Sixty-two battle tanks from 
Ukraine have arrived in Uganda, and a fur- 
ther consignment of 28 tanks is due to follow 
by the same route via Tanzania. 

The 90 tanks were delivered at the port of 
Dar-es-Salaam, reportedly by a Bulgarian 
ship, to be taken by railroad under Tanzanian 
escort to the Ugandan army, which currently 
conducts combat operations on two fronts. To 
the south, it supports a rebellion in Congo 
against that country’s president, Laurent 
Kabila. To the north, it fights the pro-Sudanese 
Lord’s Resistance Army in Ugandan territory 
while at the same time supporting the anti- 
Sudanese People’s Liberation Army in 
Sudan’s territory. 

Initial reports had identified the provenance 


GF Monitor)—Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma stated on Dec. 9 that the country’s 
national currency, the hryvnia, should be 
floated, and all restrictions on hard currency 
purchases canceled so that the currency mar- 
ket might “function normally.” 

He advocated canceling the “currency cor- 
ridor,” or the fixed hryvnia exchange rate 
band. 

This and temporary restrictions on currency 
purchases have been regarded as the measures 
effectively preventing the hryvnia from a fur- 
ther devaluation from the 40 percent loss it 
has already suffered, a loss many Ukrainian 
liberal economists believe is due in part to 
circumstances within Ukraine and in part to 
the financial crisis in Russia. The president 
has apparently ceded to the pressure from the 
powerful industrial lobby, led by Anatoliy 
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Massive sale of Ukrainian 
tanks to Uganda reported 


of the tanks as Russian, and a maintenance 
team was identified as Russian as recently as 
Dec. 12. Ugandan authorities ultimately. 
stated, however, that the tanks arrived from 
Ukraine. The Ugandans complain that the 
tanks are old models and that only eight are 
operational and battleworthy in the first batch 
of 62. 

In Ukraine, the State Service for Export 
Control and the management of the Kharkiv- 
based Malyshev tank plant have stated that 
no one has authorized the delivery of tanks to 
Uganda. 

Ukrainian authorities suspect that a third 
party may be involved in the deal, undercut- 
ting Ukraine’s reputation as an arms exporter 
and depriving the budget of revenue. 


Kuchma urges floating hryvnia 


Kinakh, the president of the Ukrainian Union 
of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs. Kuchma 
headed this organization prior to his election 
as president in 1994. 

A floating rate may cause devaluation of 
the hryvnia, stimulating Ukrainian exports in 
the short-term, but undermining trust in the 
national currency. Kinakh is supported by 
several influential economic advisers in 
Kuchma’s administration. ; 

Kuchma’s statement is a sign of declining 
influence of Viktor Yushchenko, the con- 
firmed monetarist and National Bank head, 
on state economic policies. Yushchenko has 
to date opposed introduction of a floating rate 
for the hryvnia and liberalization of currency 
sales until the market shows clear signs of 
improvement. 
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